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REPORT 



OF THE 

FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE YEAR 1860. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the Commissioners for administering the Fishery Laws in Ireland, have the 
honour to submit to your Excellency our Report for the year 1860. 

In the Appendix will be found the Report of the Inspecting Commissioners of E ishenes, 
which contains detailed information on this important subject, together with several 
tables of much statistical interest in reference to this service, to which we beg to refer your 

EX Bv'the^ieport alluded to, it will be observed that, so far as the Salmon Fisheries are 
concerned, the past year of I860 was not so productive as the preceding one ; and it is to 
be feared that the high price to which Salmon has attained in the markets has induced 
perhaps a de-ree of over-capture, which must eventually prove detnmentalto the general 
interests. To counteract the evil tendency which the increase in the number of Engines 
used for the capture of Salmon may have, it is our desire, and we conceive should be the 
interest of all, to adopt as short an' open season as the peculiar circumstances of each dis- 
trict or river may require, and to enforce a strict observance of the close season through 
the authorities to whom this duty is intrusted. 

With regard to the Sea Fisheries, there appear to he some symptoms of a powing 
prosperity, and a tendency to the development of individual enterprise and industry pro- 
gressing with the general improvements of the country m other matters, which we hope 
to see steadily increasing. During the past year the objections to Trawling, particularly 
in Galway Bay, have been renewed, and as large and valuable supplies of Fish to the 
markets m-e provided by Trawling, we have reframed from complying with the .urgent 
demands made on us to extend our Bye-laws prohibiting this mode of ca^ure until we 
have received the most unequivocal proofs of its injurious effects upon the rishenes of a 
Bay generally we have therefore directed a series of practical experiments to be made 
into the subject, which will take place this year, and will, we trust, be the means lof recon- 
ciling the different conflicting views of the several classes of Fishermen on this ^ject. 

The Bill for Consolidating and Amending the Irish Fishery Acts, to which w preferred 
in several Reports as being much required, is now ready, and has reeled such amend- 
ments as we trust will meet with general approval ; and, as it is presnnied tins svibj^wiU 
shortly receive the consideration of Parliament, we refrain from making further comment. 

We have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s obedient Servants, 



RICHARD GRIFFITH, 
JOHN RADCLIFF, 

7. G. M’KEELIE, 



| Commissioners of Pvhlk Works 
j" and Fisheries in Ireland. 

J 



J REDMOND BARRY, Inspecting Commissioners of 
WILLIAM J. FFENNELL, Fishrie, in Ireland. 



Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 



■Office of Public Works , Dublin , 
4 th July, 1861. 
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APPENDIX. 



Report of Inspecting Commissioners for I860. 

Sea Fisheries. 

On tlie south and east coast of Ireland the last season 
for Sea Fisheries has been, in most eases, unfavourable. 
The establishment referred to in our last Report, formed 
at Valentia, still continues to exist ; and although the 
severity of the weather greatly interfered with their 
operations, the parties interested confidently hope, that 
as the coast population increases, this local concern 
will be found a useful recourse for those who are not 
employed in the more certain occupation of agricul- 
ture. They still continue to give a preference to the 
small class of boats ; and those persons who have re- 
cently expressed so much surprise at this preference, and 
at the observation made in our last Report on the pru- 
dence of employing a small capital in several small 
boats for au in-shore fishery, rather than investing it in 
oue or two large-class vessels, will find that the large 
vessel referred to in Mr. Barry’s Report, employed by 
the Valentia Company, has not succeeded, and she now 
lies on the beach for sale. 

The Trammel Fishery at Bantry Bay has greatly in- 
creased, and boats are being built on both sides of the 
hay for the use of the Fishery. 

A respectable gentleman of Cork has entered with 
great .spirit into the Trawl Fishery, both in Bantry Bay 
and on the coast of Youghal. He has at present seven 
vessels, and is about to build a large-class of vessel for 
tlie Nymph Bank. 

The trammel fishers of Bantry Bay have complained 
greatly of injury sustained by their nets from the ope- 
rations of the trawlers, and we have reason to fear there 
will be much difficulty in preventing unpleasant colli- 
sions between two classes whose mode of fishing can 
hardly he so regulated as to avoid even unintentional 
injury to each other. 

Although Dnngarvan has ceased to be the place of 
importance which it formerly was as a fishery station, 
its general prosperity appears to progress, and there has 
grown on the opposite shore of the bay, at Ring, a pros- 
perous little fishing community which promises to rival 
Dungarvan in its best days. In Belfast Lough there 
is still occasionally a complaint of encroachment on the 
limits fixed in 1857 for the trawlers. 

The applications for licences for oyster layings are 
referred to in the Appendix. They are not so numerous 
as we expected : and considering the growing demand 
for oysters, and the scarcity complained of in London 
and other places, we are rather surprised to find that on 
many parts of our shores most favourably circumstanced 
for the purpose no effort has been made to avail of this 
opportunity of creating a source of great profit. 

The proceedings in France, under the authority of 
the Government, are most interesting. A very minute 
statement of the details, as well as of the striking re- 
sults, may he found in the ninety-fourth number of a 
little periodical called Once a Week, in a communication 
from Mrs. Anne Blackwell, page 427, under the head, 
“ Pisciculture in France.” 

On the north and north-west and western coasts the 
symptoms of growing prosperity appear to be mani- 
fested in the development of this branch of national 
industry, though several of the stations to which wo 
referred in former reports have ceased to exist. The 
extended means of cheap and rapid communication, 
both by sea and land, has induced an amount of indus- 
trial enterprise along the coast which we hope to see 
steadily increasing. 



The markets of Liverpool and Dublin are nowremlered 
comparatively easy of access, which givesa great stimulus 
to the trade of exportation of fresh fish from the neigh- 
bourhood of fishing stations. As yet the north-west 
lias not the facilities of railway transit afforded it, 
though some of the finest fishing banks lie off that 
coast. We look upon tho extension of railways and 
increased steam navigation as one of the most import- 
ant means of developing the resources of the country, 
and stimulating local industry in this respect. 

On the coast of Achill, there is at present in full 
vigour and working order a very commodious estab- 
lishment, owned by a person from Scotland, Mr. Hector, 
in which the fishermen at all times find a ready market 
for their produce. This has been fully recorded by 
the Board’s Inspector of Fisheries, Mr. Brady, whose 
report will be found in the Appendix. The want of a 
steady market for the produce of the sea has always 
been the great drawback to the Deep Sea Fisheries of 
the country, and wc look upon such establishments as 
that quoted above, no matter how small at first, as an 
important object for the prosperity of the fishing popu- 
lation ; and, without doubt, will eventually have the 
effect of causing improved boats and modes of capture 
to be adopted. The curing station at Tarmon, in 
JUacksod Bay, referred to in Mr. Ffennell’s report last 
year, has been altogether abandoned. 

From Galway Bay we have had during the past year 
applications from the Claddagh fishermen to extend the 
line more westward, within which the use of the trawl 
net should he prohibited. 

Patient and lengthened public inquiries were held 
for three days. The demand made by the Claddagh 
fishermen extended to the prohibition of trawling about 
eight miles beyond Blackhead, which, if complied with 
would have the practical effect of preventing this mode 
of fishing inside the Arran Islands, as it would cut out 
the greater part of the trawling ground, and leave too 
limited an extent of ground for any extensive opera- 
tions to be carried on by this mode of fishing. 

The only persons who appeared on the inquiry were 
the applicants for the restriction, the Claddagh men, 
who are now opposed to this mode of fishing, though in 
1S52 and 1853 they adopted it with but few exceptions. 
The evidence being to a certain extent ex parte, the 
Board decided that before any steps should be taken to 
prohibit a most productive mode of fishing, such as 
trawling is, the most unequivocal practical proofs 
should be afforded of its decided injurious effects on the 
fishery of the hay, and have therefore ordered a prac- 
tical investigation of tho subject, which will take place 
as early as possible. 

We are sorry to be obliged to mention that contentions 
of a serious nature have arisen between the two classes 
of fishermen in Galway Bay, and that one of the trawl- 
boats was set fire to, but whether by any person con- 
nected with those who would wish to see trawling 
abolished, of course we cannot say. His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant considered it right to offer a re- 
ward for the conviction of the perpetrators of the out- 
rage. We refer to Mr. Brady’s Report on this subject, 
which will be found in the Appendix. 

Trammel JTet Fishing. 

This is another productive mode of fishing, which, 
however, has also been the source of complaint from 
the line fishermen, who say that they scare the .fish 
coming into a hay ; that when fish see walls of nets, 
they become frightened, and are driven away. Again, 
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the trammel net fishermen complain that the trawlers 
tear through and carry away their nets. 

We have had an application from the trammel net 
fishermen of Ballycotton Bay, to allow them to leave 
their trammels in the water during the day, the law 
only recognizing their use between sunset and sunrise, 
unless in such places where they may, in the opinion of 
the Commissioners, be used during tho day without in- 
jury to the fisheries. 

After a patient public investigation on the subject, 
we came to tho conclusion, that we could not recommend 
tho Board to grant the permission. 



The Salmon Fisheries. 

With regard to tho Salmon Fisheries, Mr. Ffenncll 
reports.— In the Appendix will be found the abstract 
of tho reports received from the Boards of Conser- 
vators in tho different districts in Ireland, by which 
it will be seen that the past fishing season of I860 was 
not so productive in the aggregate as the precedin'-- 
year; though it is believed the money value of the 
salmon captured exceeded that of many years past, 
in consequence of tho high price to which this article 
of food has attained. In many of the districts in Ire- 
land, owing to the prevalence of high floods in tho 
early part of the year, the Spring fishing in the tidal 
parts of rivers was considerably reduced ; but tho quan- 
tity of fish that readied tho upper waters was abundant, 
and many rivors which heretofore were cither completely 
unproductive, or nearly so, abounded in fish. This was 
particularly tho case in several importaut tributaries in 
the west — for instance, Clare Galway river, tributary 
to Lough Corrib, ami the river Fergus in Clare — which 
had been opened up under tho Commissioners of Public 
Works by Arterial Drainage operations, and from this 
increased stock of brood fish a proportionate return 
may bo looked for. It is difficult to account for 
this falling-off in the capture of salmon. Some assert 
that it luts arisen from the great increase in the modes 
of capture adopted in the tidal, portions of rivers and 
on the sea-coast, and that tho rivers are too closelv 
fished ; while others assert, that this deficiency arose 
from the prevalence of high floods during the spawning 
season of 1857, which were injurious to the ova. How- 
ever correct either of these opinions may be, it is 
believed that the high price of salmon luts induced 
many persons in the estuaries and on tho coast, who 
had not herotoforo erected engines for the capture of 
fish, to do so within the hist five years, and others to 
improve their modes of capture. As, for example, the 
number of fixed engines used in the tideways, &c., on 
the sea coast in Ireland has increased within seven years 
front 270 to 38G, or an increase of 110 bag, fly, and stako 
nets, and head weirs; and of movable engines, from 377 
to 534, or an increase of 157 draft and drift nets. In 
former reports allusion lias been made to this improvident 
desire of capture- for many years having been induced by 
the price to which salmon bad attained in the market, 
rendering it a luxury only available to the wealthy por- 
tion of society ; and that this increased value had stimu- 
lated a corresponding energy on the part of the owners 
of fisheries to procure fish for such profitable disposal. 
Reference has been made in several of ourpast reports not 
only to this circumstance as inducing this over capture, 
and our fears of the ultimate results, but also to the many 
complaints of the use of fixed engines, from those whoso 
interests lie inside their sphere of action, and the many 
allegations made with respect to the injury which their 
extensive use is said to occasion. It may not he correct 
m this place to offer any opinions on this mode of cap- 
turing salmon, which has been legalized by the Legis- 
lature ; but it is thought that -this privilege lias now 
extended to an abuse by the multiplication of such 
engines. This has led to a renewal of the old com- 
plaints from the upper proprietors, of over-fishing by 
those who occupy the lower waters ; and that not only 
is there not a sufficient stock allowed to escape for the 
purpose of fructification, but that they, the upper pro- 
prietors, are not allowed an equitable proportion of the 
fish which has been bred and nurtured in their waters 
and under their care. Hence, an apathy has arisen on 



the part of the upper proprietors which must be detri- Appendix. 

mental to the prosperity of the Salmon Fisheries, as 

that care will not be afforded, or the interest felt for the °^ a ~ 
protection of the parent fish that would otherwise arise. mUsioners of ' 
Should the price of salmon in the market continue as Fisheries for 
high as at present, the further increase of such modes of 18s0 - 
capture may be expected as a matter of course, as the 
high price of even a few fish will amply repay the cap- 
tor ; ami, therefore, it will be importaut under such cir- 
cumstances that some measures should be adopted to 
control this improvident system of fishing, and thus 
secure the production of the largest supply of food at a 
moderate price, which can only be effected by the strict 
application of the laws as to the observance of the 
annual and weekly close seasons, the curtailment of the 
open seasons as at present fixed, and due restriction 
upon the use of engiues fixed in the courses of the fish. 

These subjects have occupied our most anxious atten- 
tion, and with regard to the weekly close seasons, it is 
found in many cases that the desire to obtain fish, regard- 
less of its illegality and injurious effects on the fishing 
generally, induces many to evade the law requiring the 
opening of weirs, or the removal of leaders of bag nets, 
under the pretext of being prevented by storm or stress 
of weather. In many instances during the past year 
this has been found to be the case, and that the Coast 
Guard, in the exercise of the powers conferred on them 
by the law, has been able, notwithstanding the storm or 
stress of weather pleaded by the owners of these engines, 
to make the necessary openings and remove the leaders 
of nets. It is, however, impossible for the Coast Guard, 
consistently with their other important duties, to pay 
such strict attention to these engines as to be able to 
visit them each week; and so much abuse arises in 
consequence, that it becomes a matter for consideration 
whether the application of more stringent legislation is 
not required. 

The observance of the weekly close season particu- 
larly ou the part of those whose interests lie in the tide- 
ways and on the sea coast is of great importance to the 
prosperity of the Fisheries, us during the open season 
this can he the only chance escape for salmon to enable 
them to reach the upper waters, which must eventually 
prove of important advantage to the captors in the 
sea, by allowing a fair share to the upper proprietors, 
who are equitably entitled to it, and who will then feel 
sufficient interest in the protection of the fish, and 
also permitting a sufficient stock for early spawners 
to reach the spawning grounds. And it is the true 
interest of all those below to yield this observance, 
which will secure the co-operation of those above in pro- 
tection, thus stimulating their zeal by securing to them 
some participation in the advantages to be derived, 
which must give, in a very few years, a return of far 
greater equivalent, by increasing the stock. These ob- 
servations Lave reference to weirs in rivers as well as 
fixed engines used iu the tideways and on the sea coast ; 
and however justly an excuse might be urged on the 
open coast on the ground of stress of weather, this 
cannot be equally applicable to weirs in rivers, which 
might be so constructed as to enablo their owners to 
have the gratings and rails therein removed regularly 
every Saturday night. 

Annual Close Season. 

With regard to the annual close season, wc think we 
cannot do better than refer to some of the observations 
made in former Reports on this subject, particularly in 
those for the years 1855, 1858, and 1S59. 

To these observations little is to bo added. Every 
day’s experience proves the correctness of those re- 
marks. And it is necessary only once more to reit- 
erate the thorough conviction, that while the appliances 
for fishing are so numerous and effective m capture, it is 
of the utmost importance that there should be early clos- 
ing. Many suggestions hare been received that, with 
but few exceptions, all rivers in Ireland should be closed 
on the 12th or 20th of August, and some have gone ao 
far as to say that all net and weir fishing should cease on 
the 1st August in each year. During the past year 
no change has been made to extend the season, save for 
angling ? in any district in Ireland, and there is at pre- 
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Appendix, gent under consideration an application from the Lime- less rapid water, the instinct of the fish being to seek 
— rick district to stop all fishing in the tideway on the rapid or strong running water. When they enter 
snecfoirCom- 12th Jul y in each J ear - This shall be inquired into the tail-race they press forward, and either are killed 
missioners of duriug the present year. In the meantime, these ob- when they jump at the wheel, or else they are liable 
Fisheries for serrations are submitted on this very important subject to fall an easy prey to the poacher. In one mill, on 
i860. f or the consideration of the different Boards of Conser- the Fenagh River, it was stated by the proprietor of 

vators, in the hope that they may cause inquiries to be the mill, that every salmon that enters his tail-race is 
made into it, and seek to ascertain the cause of this de- killed by the wheel — that he could not help it — but 
ficieney in the quantity of salmon; and hope that if that he would willingly allow any measures to be 
they coincide with these opinions, they will co-operate adopted which would not have the effect of injuring 
with the Board in causing an earlier closing than at the working power of his mill, by throwing back water 
present, which it is looked upon to be most essential to on the wheel, and that he would offer every facility 
the welfare of the Salmon Fisheries. for the experiments to be made that would have the 

This brings ns to consider another question of great effect of inducing the salmon to follow the course of the 
importance to the prosperity of the Salmon Fisheries, river. It is thought that means may be adopted that 
yiz. : will have the desired effect, and will not injure the 

. , _ . „ working power of the wheeL 

The Etmoval of Obstructions in Elvers and Erection of 

Fish Passes over W sirs. Meshes of N ets ■ 



If the salmon be obstructed in their ascent, the pro- 
hibition respecting capture, will be of no avail, as their 
breed will become extinct. It is as necessary that a 
free passage should be afforded to the salmon, to enable 
them to ascend to the spawning beds in the upper 
waters, as that they should not be all captured in the 
sea and tideways. 

Applications continue to he received to erect fish 
passes over weirs, which can be done, according to 
the designs approved of by the Commissioners, with- 
out impairing the effective working of any mill or 
factory to which they afford a supply of water. But 
a great drawback to this improvement arises from the 
want of funds necessary for such works, which is a mat- 
ter of regret, as it is difficult to overrate the advan- 
tages that such appliances to weirs afford in fully 
developing the capabilities of many rivers, which now, 
from the impediments to the passage of the fish, are 
rendered comparatively, if not, in many cases, altogether 
unproductive. 

During the past year the Commissioners have been 
called on to cause the owners of two weirs maintaining 
the supply of water to two very important mills in the 
county of Cork to build passes tbereon, in consequence 
of a board having been placed on the apex of the weir 
by the proprietor since the weir was originally built. 
In one of these cases the proprietors refused to comply 
with what the Board considered to be the requirements 
of the law, and the Board having directed the advice 
of the Law Officers of the Crown to be taken, the neces- 
sary legal steps were adopted, and a decision of the 
Assistant Barrister has since been had, confirming the 
liability to build the pass at the miller’s expense. It is 
hoped the proprietors of this mill will now see the 
necessity of complying with the law, and render an 
application to the Queen’s Bench unnecessary, and that 
the pass will be built during the coming season. 

In the other case, the Commissioners feel convinced 
that the company to which the weir belongs will not 
hesitate to comply with the law, which has now been 
decided in the regular course, and that they will also 
build the pass in accordance with the plan furnished to 
them by the Board. 

The most satisfactory accounts have been received of 
the good effects of fish passes heretofore erected, nor, 
except in one single instance, have they been disturbed 
by floods or other casualty. The full development of 
the Salmon Fisheries of the country must be materially 
retarded by any barriers in rivers, and cannot be fully 
effected without the application of such remedies as are 
proposed, and it is hoped that the Boards of Conserva- 
tors will give this very important question attentive 
consideration. 

Mill-dams and Water-courses. 

Another source of injury to the Salmon Fisheries 
is the facility with which fish can ascend the tail-race 
discharging the water from the wheel, which creates a 
“ lead” for the 63b, by which numbers are destroyed. The 
current of water from the wheels of mills or factories is, 
generally speaking, much stronger than the main chan- 
nel of the river, and being so, offers an inducement to 
salmon to seek it in preference to the more still and 



During the past year the Board have atteu lively 
reconsidered the applications from the Boards of Con- 
servators of the Ballina and Londonderry Districts, to 
allow the capture of salmon with nets of less mesh 
than that fixed by law, viz., seven inches in the 
round; and taking into consideration the very import- 
ant principle of not allowing the capture of too small 
fish of the salmon species, have felt constrained to re- 
fuse giving their assent to any reduction iu the size of 
the meshes of nets, as fixed by law, although pressed 
on them by two districts, representing important aud 
valuable interests. It is at all times a matter of regret 
to the Board to differ in opinion with Boards of Con- 
servators as to the necessities or requirements of a dis- 
trict, but in the present case they felt that it would 
be prejudicial to the interests of either district to have 
granted an application which might have had the 
effect of lessening the size of the fish, and thereby 
deteriorating the value of the produce. Even at the 
present standard mesh of seven inches, so close is the 
capture that it is found that iu some districts where an 
average is taken of the weight tho salmon have de- 
creased in size. Under these circumstances, and taking 
into consideration that there were interests in these 
districts other than the proprietors or lessees of tho Moy 
and Foyle rivers (who were the principal persons urging 
the application), who were not assenting parties to it, 
the Board considered it more prudent to refuse the 
application for the present, until at least some better 

f rounds were produced for acceding to such request. 

luring the past year public inquiry has also been held 
into an application made to reduce the size of the 
meshes of nets used for the capture of perch in Lough 
Derravarragb, in the county Westmeath. This is one 
of the lakes in this county famous for its fine trout ; 
and much care was required, that in granting any ap- 
plication of this description, such a mode of fishing for 
perch should be adopted as would not be injurious 
to the trout. The law requires that nets used iu fresh 
waters for the capture of fish, of any description, 
should have meshes of at least inches from knot to 
knot, or 7 inches in the round. During the progress 
of the inquiry the application was withdrawn. These 
are the only applications received by the Board during 
the past year, to reduce tlie size of the meshes of nets ; 
and this circumstance must be considered an acknow- 
ledgment that the minimum mesh fixed by the Statute 
meets generally with the approval of the country. 

Fixed Engines. 

The Board have received several complaints from 
persons interested in the fisheries of the Suir, Fore, 
and Barrow, the Bride and Blackwater and the Maine 
Rivers, of the illegal erection of fixed engines in 
these estuaries. Iu the estuaries 'of the Suir, Fore, 
and Barrow, which were once the scene of much 
conflict, ending in loss of life, a number of new weirs 
have been erected, on or near to the sites of stake weirs 
originally prostrated by tbe process of law ; other weirs, 
originally erected and licensed only for the capture of 
sprats have been converted into salmon head-well’s, 
and many other irregularities, which it is conceived are 
illegal, and to which the most serious attention has been 
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given. The Board has caused an inspection of all the 
•weirs in these estuaries to be made, and they are now in 
possession of sufficient information to lay a case before 
the Law Officers of the Crown for advice. The Board 
of Conservators of the district have cordially co-operated 
with the Board to have the question of the legality or 
illegality of these erections finally settled, and have 
agreed to take the opinion of eminent counsel on the 
subject; and it is hoped that before the end of the pre- 
sent seasou, matters will be amicably adjusted, and all 
illegal erections removed. 

The Bride and Blaclcwator rivers continue to bo 
literally studded with woirs, most of which, it is be- 
lieved are illegal, aud could not be maintained at law, 
and are obstructions of the most serious nature to the 
navigation of these rivers. The Board have had an 
inspection of theso weirs made by one of the Inspecting 
Commissioners, and also by their Harbour Engineer ; 
and the latter reports, with respect to the Black water, 
that he apprehends the effect of such projections as lie 
describes in his report “is injurious to navigation, as 
tending to produce unequal and irregular velocity in the 
currents, by which shoals and banks are formed, and a 
perpetually shifting channel is the result.” When ap- 
proaching one weir the six-oared whale boat in which he 
was stuck fast on piles or stakes driven in deep water. 
“It is unnecessary,” he says, “ to observe upon the dan- 
ger these stakes prosent to loaded barges, or passenger 
boats, and he has good reason to know that they are to 
be met with in front of almost every weir along the 
river. It would be but a repetition of the same obser- 
vations to allude seriatim to each of these weirs : they 
are like the rest, all stake weirs, and it is evident that 
as the river becomes narrower and more unequal in 
depth up-stream, they become more obstructive to the 
passage of vessels, and also by producing irregularity 
in the current, more injurious to the channel, by the 
creation of deposits and shoals. Referring to the river 
generally, he says, “These erections deprive barges and 
vessels under sail, as well as row boats of the current 
when the wind is favourable and the tide adverse; they 
render the navigation at night dangerous, if not impos- 
sible ; and the tendency of these projections must be 
to produce irregular velocities of the current, and to 
create shoals and banks in the channel. 

With respect to the Bride River . — This was naturally 
a fine tidal river navigation, with easy curves or bends, 
and enlarging gradually towards the mouth, and were 
it not for the obstructions created by the fishing- weirs, 
the current would be uniform aud the channel free from 
shoals or banks ; but it has been most shamefully dealt 
with. The statements in the memorial to the Lords of 



are more particularly the guardians of navigation, will Appendix. 

exercise the powers given to them, and cause the re- 

moval of these weirs, which are looked upon as detri- ® e P?? :to £* n - 
mental to the Salmon Fisheries of the rivers, as they missionersof " 
are obstructions to navigation. The Board are, how- Fisheries for 
ever, only authorized to interfere in the removal of il- I860, 
legal weirs, upon complaiut being made to them in 
writing by some party, setting forth the circumstances 
under which any weir is erected, contrary to the pro- 
visions of the law ; and as this specific complaint, has 
not been received by the Commissioners, they are un- 
able up to the present to act in the matter, so far as the 
fisheries are concerned. In the Castlemaine estuary, on 
the coast of the county of Kerry, they have also had an 
inspection of the weirs, and a survey of the channel 
made; and although the Board have informed the 
Conservators of the district, that they were prepared 
to receive any complaint made to them under the 
provisions of the Statute, they have declined to prefer 
any complaint, and therefore, for the present, weirs 
that might otherwise be proved to be illegal still con- 
tinue in existence. It is gratifying, however, to state, 
that in one instance the proprietor of a head weir in 
that estuary at once had the weir removed, on being 
informed by the Board’s Officer of its illegality. It has 
been urged upon us on many occasions, whether the 
necessity for any complaint of illegal weirs being re- 
ceived by the Commissioners should not be removed 
from the Statute, and the Board empowered to act in 
cases where it may be reported to them that illegal en- 
gines have been erected. The annoyances to which pri- 
vate individuals may be subjected from local parties, 
often deter them from making complaints to the Board, 
as required by the Act ; and where Boards of Conserva- 
tors decline to do so, the Commissioners feel it might 
not bo an exercise of too arbitrary powers to pnt the 
law iu force in the same manner as if they had re- 
ceived the required complaints. There are many 
other places in Ireland where weirs have been erected, 
and which the Commissioners believe, on investigation, 
would be found to be illegal ; and their continuance 
each year tends to increase the difficulty eventually of 
proving their illegality; but not having received such a 
complaint as is required by the section of the Act, the 
Board is not authorized to summon the parties before 
them, or to adjudicate on their legality or illegality. 

Queen's Shares, or Free Gaps in Weirs. 

During the past year the Board have decided on the 
only application before them to change the site of the 
Queen’s Share or Free Gap in a weir. This had refer- 
ence to the LaxWeirin the River Shannon, near Limerick, 



the Admiralty are entirely sustained by the facts. At inwhichtherehadlongexistedaQueeu’sShare,andwhich, 
little more than five miles from the mouth are the re- in 1852, was removed by the then proprietor of the weir 
mains of a head weir, consisting now of only the stakes, to another site fixed by the Board, as being more in 
which protrude over the bottom in irregular heights, accordance with the requirements of the Statute. It was 
and extend more than half way across the river. Be- proved to the Board's satisfaction, that since its alteration 
tween this point and the junction with the Blackwater in 1S52, the bed of one side of the river had been deep- 
there are four dilapidated weirs in a similar condition, ened, the approaches to the fishing boxes altered, and 
one at the mouth of the river, forming at low water a the channel of the river interfered with by the present 
cheveaux-de-frise from bank to bank, and eleven head proprietors, in such a manner as to render the Queen’s 
weirs in working order; the head or apex of these weirs Share less effective than it otherwise would have been ; 
is set in nearly the centre of the river, one wing extend- and the Board have decided that the Queen’s Share 
ing obliquely up stream and home to the bank, the should be placed in another position in the weir, 
other wing within a few feet of the opposite bank, thus Against this decision the proprietors have appealed to 
obstructing the whole breadth of the river, with the the Court of Queen’s Bench, and obtained a conditional 
exception of a few feet, the passage left in some places order against proceeding to enforce the judgment of the 
being so narrow that great difficulty was experienced Board. The case will not come on for argument before 
in getting a whaleboat through, after taking the ground next Term, and in the meantime the gap remains as 
several times; in fact it is at nearly high-water alone fixed in 1852, though the Commissioners are satisfied it 
that the barges employed on this river can pass these is not at present in accordance with the provisions of 
weirs. the law. Many suggestions are continued to be re- 

“In conclusion, whatever difference of opinion there ceived as to the propriety of causing Queens Shares 
may be as to the extent of the obstructions and injurious to be opened in all weirs without compensation to 
effects occasioned by the weirs to the navigation of the the proprietor, as being an act of justice to ad those 
Blackwater, that with respect to the Bride there can be interested in the fisheries of a river ; and that doing 
no question. It is a case in which the Lords Commis- so would not inflict any injury ultimately on the 
sioners of the Admiralty are justified in exercising the proprietor; but, on the contrary, it is believed it 
very salutary powers vested in them, as the great con- would benefit them. The law, from the earliest day, re- 
servators of the tidal navigations of these kingdoms.” cognised the principle of having a Free Gap, or Kings 
A copy of this report has been forwarded to the Lords Share, in all weirs extending across rivers. I he hrst Act 
of the Admiralty, in the hope that their Lordships, who onthesubject,thatof the 23rd & 24th Georgelll., chapter 
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Appendix. 40. passed in 1784, recites, “And whereas it is neees- 
IieRortof In- sar y that a King’s share or space of 21 feet should be 
spewing Coni- left open in every river for the free passage of fish, in 
nnssioners of order to increase the species ;” and then goes on to im- 
I’isheries for pose a heavy penalty for not leaving such a passage or 
18 « 0 . King’s Share, and provides that any person feeling him- 

self aggrieved by the creation or continuance of any 
weir erected contrary to law, may serve a notice on the 
proprietor of the weir, desiring him to abate it ; and 
that if in one month after such notice the weir be not 
abated, the owner shall pay a penalty of i'20 a-day. 
However, the recent legislation on this subject, has been 
rather obscure and undefined, and weirs have been 
erected in many places in Ireland, in which, from length 
of use and other circumstances, the owner claims ex- 
emption from being obliged to open such free passage 
without compensation, though the Commissioners are 
of opinion that doing so would not operate eventually 
against the owner of the weir, but on the contrary would 
serve him, more especially if netting in fresh waters be 
abandoned, which, in our opinion, would he a beneficial 
compromise for all parties. This subject is considered 
to be deserving of consideration, when any new legisla- 
tion on the subject of the Fisheries may he introduced. 

Css of Xefs in Fresh Waters. 

For some years the Commissioners have received 
from numbers of persons interested in the welfare of 
the Salmon Fisheries of Ireland, suggestions as to 
the propriety of recommending that the use of nets 
in fresh waters, for the capture of salmon, should 
be prohibited. These suggestions have again been 
urged during the past year ; and the Commissioners 
at the present time cannot do better than repeat 
here what they have already said on this subject. 
“Unfortunately, much jealousy has existed between 
the two sections of fishermen — lower or tidal, upper 
or fresh water. The former, who must always derive 
the great commercial value, have, perhaps, paid too 
little attention to the claims of those whom they 
designate as mere sportsmen, and have been unwilling 
to allow a reasonable participation in the advantages 
which may appertain to the upper waters. However, 
the proprietors of the land adjoining these have un- 
questionable rights, which it may be unjust ns well as 
impolitic not to recognise; for in the upper waters 
the brood must.be fostered and reared, which is to 
supply the wealth below. And if some interest be 
not preserved to those whose rights are involved in the 
upper waters, no laws, however stringent, can he ex- 
pected to prevent retaliations, which must greatly tend 
to the injury of the community at large. And the 
legislature has recognised this principle from the ear- 
liest date of its enactments, in requiring certain open- 
ings in weirs, and restricting the use of fixed engines, 
which may impede the passage of fish, notwithstanding 
which, from apathy and neglect, those laws were not 
generally enforced ; and time has established many en- 
croachments of former days, which, if attempted in the 
present time, would not be tolerated. Taking a broad 
view of the subject, upon the principle of effecting a 
great and general public good, by the sacrifice on! y of a 
paltry consideration to a few, perhaps as regards value, 
often more imaginary than real, the use of nets in the 
upper waters, for the taking of salmon should be en- 
tirely restricted by direct legislation. And lest such a 
proposition may startle some at the outset, and appear 
at first view as somewhat inconsistent with the due 
recognition of the rights of the upper heritors, we 
shall endeavour to set forth the reasoning by which the 
advocates for this measure seek to justify their opinions. 
First, they say there never has been and never can be, 
commercially considered, much value in fresh water net- 
fishings — of course those placed at or near the junction 
with the tide are excepted. Secondly, that in many 
instances, where the net is dow used in the upper waters, 
if pecuniary considerations be the object, far more re- 
munerative results would follow by letting the right of 
angling only ; in proof of which they refer to the very 
many who have already resorted to this mode of profit 
in different parts of the country. And as hearing upon 
the question of demand for this object, they instance 



the profits derived from rents for angling in Scotland, 
and the fact that latterly the supply falling so far short, 
many have resorted to Norway and other countries, 
where high prices are now demanded and paid for the 
mere privilege of plying the rod and line. Then as to 
results, nothing would tend to reconcile the upper and 
lower section of fisheries, as the adoption of this regu- 
lation, and to establish reciprocal good feeling ; because 
the latter would then be satisfied to allow an equitable 
sliare of fish in good condition to ascend, knowing that 
the lesser portions only would be captured, while the 
greater numbers would remain untouched and be pro- 
tected, by which an ample stock of highly productive 
early spawning fish would he secured, and thus the 
value of the Salmon Fisheries to the tidal interests 
might be enhanced to a vast amount. Very many, 
indeed the great majority of those who possess a right 
to netting the fresh water portions of rivers, volun- 
tarily abstain, rightly considering that the fresh waters 
should be availed of only as the nursery for the great 
commercial fisheries in the tideways, angling alone 
being legitimately permissible in them. And we be- 
lieve that if the opinions of the upper heritors were 
collected, it would be fouud that, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, they concur in this principle; and many have 
urged it upon our attention, with the view of recom- 
mending legislation to effect this object. And we do 
not hesitate to say, that if the majority of the upper 
heritors were found to be favourable to it, as we believe 
they would, that the good effects of acceding to their 
opinions would lie felt to an extent not easily esti- 
mated, and that their voluntary repudiation of a prac- 
tice which they are legally entitled to follow, is entitled 
to the best consideration.” 

Unproductive Rivers. 

In former reports the Commissioners referred to the 
importance and practicability of adopting measures to 
bring into cultivation, as it might be termed, many small 
rivers in Ireland, which are at present wholly unprofit- 
able, yielding no benefit whatever to any one, which 
might be made, by the judicious expenditure of capital, 
productive, if the rights now appertaining to the manv 
were concentrated in one, its 110 individual has at pre- 
sent a sufficient interest to induce him to cultivate such 
waters. There are several rivers of this character, 
particularly on the west and south coasts, which might, 
be made produce, and thus afford an amount of food and 
employment in a variety of ways, difficult to enumerate, 
to the country; to effect which it would be quite prac- 
ticable to legislate; and the Commissioners will be 
prepared, when called on, to offer suggestions in detail 
on this subject. 

The importance of this cultivation of waste waters 
has been fully exemplified in the two cases which are 
referred to at length in our last Ileport. They are the 
Ballisodare and Doohulla Fisheries, the former of which 
has been raised in value nearly 300 per cent., and is 
now an important commercial fishery. At the same time 
affording, in its npper waters, plenty of sport for the 
lovers of angling. It is the property of Mr. Cooper, 
of Markree Castle, who has been kind" enough to favour 
the Commissioners with reports, from time to time, of the 
success of his undertaking ; and the latter is steadily ad- 
vancing in value. 

The system of artificial propagation of salmon has been 
carried on in this latter fishery during last winter to a 
large extent, where the Commissioners understand more 
than a million of young salmon have been artificially 
propagated from ova taken from fish out. of the Ougll- 
terard river, through the kind permission of the pro- 
prietors. The result of these experiments will be anxi- 
ously looked for. 

While on this subject of artificial propagation, it may 
not be uninteresting to give a short account of some ex- 
periments carried on in Dublin by Mr. Brady, the Board’s 
Inspector of Fisheries. 

During the winter a quantity of impregnated salmon 
ova was procured from Oughterard, on Lough Corrib. 
Some salmon ova impregnated by the milt from the 
river trout was also obtained. They were deposited on 
the same day, the 4th December last, and a small cur- 
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rent of running water allowed to flow over tlie spawn- 
ing beds which were made in the Fishery Office. The 
first appearance of the young fish took place on the 5th 
March, when only a few of the salmon ova came to life, 
and the remainder did not come to maturity till ihe 
26th March, nearly three weeks after the appearance 
of the first, although they were treated alike, and the 
temperature was exactly the same. The temperature 
averaged from 33° to 46°. Some ova that were placed 
in still water, or rather in water which was not within 
the influence of any current, also came to maturity, and 
the young fish arc now thriving well. The ova which 
had been impregnated by the trout milt failed by degrees, 
some of them, however, preserving theirapparent vitality 
up to the last moment that they should have come out. 
They began to become opaque, which is the sure sign of 
their mortality, in about a month after being deposited; 
and though each ova was carefully removed, when this 
was observed, so as to prevent the seemingly living ova 
from being affected by contact with the others, they 
all perished by degrees, and might occasionally be ob- 
served, with the naked eye, becoming opaque. The 
last of this batch did not change until late in March, 
having been over three months deposited, and preserv- 
ing during all that time their bright, transparent ap- 
pearance. 

Defining the Moullis of Rivers. 

Since our last report several applications have been 
received to define the mouths of rivers, which has been 
done, after inquiry, on the spot. In the Appendix will 
be found a list of all the rivers in Ireland, whose mouths 
have been defined by the Board up to the present time. 

General Remarks. 

In conclusion, the Appendices annexed to this Report 
are referred to, which show — 

The amount of Licence Duties received for the dif- 
ferent engines used in each district in Ireland during 
the past year, amounting to £5,287 9s. 6d. 



The Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each dis- Appendix. 

trict. 

The Close Seasons at present in force in Ireland Rep °f t °£, In * 

The Mouths of Rivers defined by the Commissioners. muLmerso™" 
Abstract of all By-Laws made by the Board. Fisheries for 

An Abstract of Applications received by the Com- 186 °- 
missioned during the past year, for Orders or Regula- 
tions, &c., and 



The quantity of Fish conveyed by the three great 
railways to Dublin during the past year. 

Acknowledgments are continued to be received from 
the different Boards of Conservators, of the very valuable 
services rendered by the Coast Guard and Constabulary 
Departments, in enforcing the provisions of the Fishery 
Laws, the heads of which have, at all times, shown a 
cordial desire to render their force as available as pos- 
sible. L 



, every instance in which the Board considered it 
right to bring any question on this subject before then*, 
they have readily responded to every call made upon 
them. The united aid of these two forces in the protec- 
tion of the fisheries, is of more importance than can at 
first sight be observed, for, as has been observed in a 
former report, independently of the importance to the 
country in preventing the destruction of a valuable 
article of food in the prohibited seasons, the knowledge 
that they are "employed on these duties will have a 
saintary effect in enforcing the observance of the laws 
of the country in their more general application; and 
where the laws are observed, direct and commensurate 
benefits must be the result. 



Signed, 

J. REDMOND BARRY, 

WM. J. FFENNELL, 
Inspecting Commissioners of 
Fisheries for Ireland. 

Dated 31st March, 1861. 



Extracts from Mr. Brady’s Reports. 



On West Coast. 

Along the coast, from Clew Bay to Blacksod Bay, 
the fishing for the last year has been unproductive, and 
few operations going on in consequence of the unparal- 
leled severity of the weather during the past year, pre- 
venting the fishermen along this wild coast going out 
to look for fish. 

Nearly all the boats used on this coast are of a small 
class of open row-boats, and at Achill and Blacksod 
they arc principally canvas canoes, or curraghs, unable 
to stand out in severe weather. Along the coast at 
Achill, the open row-boats, from the Galway and Con- 
nemara coasts, have come round this year to follow the 
lobster fishing, which is stated to have been very 
productive, no less than 15,000 lobsters having been 
conveyed in boats in one day through the Sound during 
the season. The average selling price was 4s. per 
dozen, or about £250 worth. 

In a more northerly part of the Sound, near the 
ferry, I found matters very satisfactory. The place is 
occupied by a Scotchman, the son of the man who first 
introduced bag-nets into this country, who is carrying 
on very extensive operations, and affording a large 
amount of employment. He first commenced a small 
salmon fishing with bag-nets on the Island of Achill, in 
1855, and shortly afterwards found it necessary to rent 
other sites, both on the island and mainland, to render 
it of sufficient extent to put up curing houses, as the dis- 
tance from railway, over 100 miles, was too great to 
get the salmon to market in a fresh condition, and no 
ice to be had at Achill. The first curing house for 
salmon was erected in 1856, and is now, I believe, 
the only one of the kind in Ireland. The salmon are 
boiled and packed in oak kitts, and exported to London. 



He has a Scotch curer at the place, and a Scotch over- 
seer at each of his stations, and he is now teaching 
some of the natives to make these oak kitts and to 
cure fish. He has from eight to ten boats’ crews em- 
ployed in the salmon season, each crew containing 
four to six men, and has had well-constructed boats 
built at Westport, after a model of a Scotch Cob- 
ble, which he brought at a great expense from Kincar- 
dineshire. 

The labourers employed at the salmon fishing, 
have Is. a day during the season, and in addition to 
their wa^es, a per centage on the number of lobsters 
fat which fishing they are also employed) taken by them, 
and the men arc. able to earn 9s., to 10s., and 12s. a week. 
In order to secure a close attention to the observance 
of the weekly Close Season, which I was glad to learn 
from the Inspecting Commander of Coast Guards was 
strictly observed at all his fishing stations, he changed 
the pay day of the fishermen to Monday, and. pays 
fortnightly, alternately at each station, so that his men 
should not have any excuse to absent themselves on 
Saturday; and his Scotch overseers, in stormy weather, 
cannot leave their stations until the weather moderates, 
and the nets are taken in. They are in the habit of all 
assembling on Saturday evenings, and spending Sun- 
day together. His bag-nets are placed on a very wild 
stormy coast, and at Dooegagh four nets were carried 
away, two nets lost altogether. In the month of J uly 
last, a crew of four men and himself were near being 
drowned here ; the boat upset in a heavy sea, and the 
men were an hour and a-balf in the water before an- 
other boat came to their rescue: one man was drowned. 
In addition to his salmon fishing operations there, he 
purchases salmon from other rivers, and paid this year 
£140 for the Burrishoole river salmon alone, and also 
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Appendix . ^ U yg n p g]i the white fish caught by the fishermen 
Report of In- round the coast that are brought to him. _ The qnan- 
specting Com- tity of white fish purchased by him this year, in 
missioners of one townland alone, amounted to £60, and he states 
Esheriesfor jj e j s no t limited as to quantity, if he could only 
induce the people to go out fishing; and any crew 
willing to go out can hare lines and hooks, free of ex- 
pense, and afterwards a market for their fish. The 
average price paid by him for cods, is 4s. to 6s. per 
dozen, and for ling 6s. a dozen. 

In addition to these fishing operations he has erected 
a very commodious Curing Establishment at the Sound, 
where he preserves, in tin cases, all kinds of fish, flesh, 
and fowl, roast and boiled, soups of every description, 
milk, vegetables, <fcc., and manufactures tallow and oil on 
the premises. When I visited the place, he was killing 
from thirty to thirty-six head of cattle, and about 100 
sheep in the week, which are principally disposed of in 
£ondon, by his agents, Messrs. Lloyd, Godfrey, and Co. 
He is at present expending considerably over £100 a 
week in buying cattle alone, and his wages, when all 
his works are going on, amount to over £40 a week, 
giving employment to 110 people daily. There are from 
forty to fifty people daily employed all the year round 
at these works. He turns every thing to account : 
ships the hides, skins, and hoofs to England, and is 
sending the bones to a tenant of Lord Lucan’s, for 
manure. He has forty-three Scotch people on the 
island employed in various ways, tinsmiths from Aber- 
deen, and fishermen from Montrose. He manufactures 
on the premises all the tin cases used by him, and pays 
over £1,000 a-year for tin plate alone. His stock of 
empty tin cases this year amounted, he informed me, to 
140,000, or over £1,200 worth ; and he turns over in 
the year at these works between £5,000 and £6,000 a- 
year, or more than double the rental of the whole 
island. He has taken large contracts from the Govern- 
ment, and while I was there a return of sales arrived 
by post from Calcutta, and an order from Sydney. He 
states the produce of that part of the country is now 
going to all parts of the world. He employs a number 
of hookers to carry his goods to Westport, where they 
are shipped by steamer to Liverpool, and the amount 
paid for this, and the hire of ponies and carts, collect- 
ing the produce of the different stations, form a con- 
siderable item, and affords an amount of employment 
on the island, hitherto unknown. He has expended 
np to the present over £4,000. I have gone into all 
these particulars for the Board’s information, to show 
what energy and enterprise can effect, and that all this 
is solely attributable to the salmon fishing being estab- 
lished on Achill Island, which first brought him to Ireland. 

I am sure it will not be less gratifying to the Board 
to learn, that in consequence of the strict rules laid 
down by this gentleman for the guidance of the people, 
there has not been amongst the great number employed 
by him, a single instance of quarrelling, nor for six 
years on the fishing stations a dismissal of any man 
from bad conduct. He strictly enforces the avoidance 
of all controversy, drinking, and swearing ; and these 
rules are now so well observed, that be states it is no 
trouble to the people, and there is nothing but harmony 
and industry in the works. 

On Galway Bay. 

A very great amount of excitement prevails amongst 
the Claddagh people, in reference to this mode of fish- 
ing, which they say is not only injurious, but has de- 
stroyed the fisheries of the bay. Whatever be the 
cause, I believe from the evidence I received, both in 
the Court-house and in the Claddagh, that these people 
are in a sad state of destitution. The Claddagh people, 
I am informed, number at present over 3,000 souls, 
depending exclusively on fishing, and having no other 
mode of livelihood ; and therefore, I submit, that it is 
an important matter, not only for the peace of the 
country, but for the benefit of the fisheries, that the 
Board should be in possession of some facts concerning 
this mode of fishing, which cannot possibly be ascer- 
tained at public meetings. The disputes in reference 
to trawling in Galway Bay are going on now since 
1839, when it was then urged that all trawling should 



he prohibited inside a line drawn from Blackhead to 
Spiddle. And on the late investigations the Board will 
observe, on reference to the evidence, a new feature 
presented itself, viz., that the greatest quantity of un- 
sizeable fish, and the brood of fish, is taken between a 
line drawn from a place called Ballyrean, about five or 
six miles outside Blackhead, to Tully Castle on the 
north, and the two points, Blackhead and Spiddle, or 
about five or six miles outside the line originally pro- 
posed in 1839; and that the greatest injury was done 
by the trawlers on this ground. It would appear as if 
a belt of sand lay across the bay in this place, on which 
the young fish rest. No evidence was produced on the 
part of the trawlers to show whether this was the case 
or not, as they did not appear in Court, in consequence, 
as was stated, that their presence might raise the pas- 
sions of the Claddagh people to such a pitch that they 
could not be restrained ; and that a breach of the peace 
would ensue. This was sworn to by declarations 
handed in by the professional men employed on the 
part of the trawlers. This fear I believe not to be 
exaggerated, notwithstanding the evidence which had 
been produced to prove the good conduct of tho Clad- 
dagh people, and their general observance of the laws. 
The consequence of this intimidation is, that the Board 
have only a one-sided testimony on which to judge. 
It is but justice, however, to state, that although a 
great excitement prevailed, the Claddagh people, who 
mustered in great numbers in the Court-house, behaved 
orderly and peaceable; and several magistrates came 
forward to give evidence as to their general good con- 
duct and observance of the laws. Amongst the rest, 
the resident magistrate stated he had not known an 
instance of impropriety amongst them. In 1839, so 
much excitement prevailed on this subject, that it was 
judged expedient by His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to have a war vessel to protect people employed 
in trawling on this coast, and that of the county Done- 
gal ; and soon after the passing of the 5th <fc 6th Vic- 
toria, chap. 106, in 1842, the Board, after inquiry, 
made a by-law, prohibiting trawling within a line 
from Barna Pier on the north, to Gleninagh Castle on 
the south. The people became a little tranquillized 
after this, though they still urged a greater extension 
of the line ; until 1852, when further breaches of the 
law occurred, and such threats were held out to destroy 
all the trawlers in the bay, that it was judged expe- 
dient again to have a war vessel to protect those who 
were pursuing their lawful avocations. At that time 
the Board held further investigations into the matter, 
to ascertain whether a greater restriction should be put 
on trawling ; and in 1854 the Board caused certain 
by-laws to be made, prohibiting trawling, when shoals 
of herrings had set in, and while boats were at such 
times engaged in drift net-fishing; and prohibiting 
trawl boats coming within three miles of herring boats. 
It appears these by-laws have been a dead letter, as it 
is alleged they could not be carried into effect from the 
fact that herring boats only fish at night ; and it would 
be impossible to ascertain whether trawl boats were 
within three miles or not of herring boats. After the 
inquiry in 1852, nearly all the Claddagh fishermen 
adopted trawling, but practised it only for a short time 
(about a year or a year and a-half), and then aban- 
doned it, although I believe, from the inquiries I made 
they made money by it ; but the fact is, their small 
boats were not able to compete with the large trawlera 
employed by private enterprise ; and the people were 
full of prejudices and improvident, and when their 
trawl nets were worn out, they had no means of buvine 
others. 

The Claddagh men are a very peculiar race of people, 
living exclusively amongst themselves, depending solely 
on fishing for their livelihood, and are full of prejudices. 
Amongst the many, they will not allow any boat to go 
out for herrings before the whole fleet is ready; and the 
consequence is, that although there may be a shoal of 
herrings in the bay, no crew, however enterprising, dare 
venture out until it pleases the Lords of the Claddagh to 
say, the fleet is ready. In last August, when I was at 
Galway, I heard that a boat’s crew, more daring than 
the rest, had ventured out one night before tJce fleet, and 
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caught a good many herrings, and when the boat came 
in, the people od shore attacked the boat, and destroyed 
both it and the nets. This was authenticated by the 
sworn testimony of one of the Claddagh men themselves 
at the late investigation. It is only by a quiet, reso- 
lute determination, and pointing out their error, that 
these prejudices will be overcome, and this I have ex- 
perienced from the few interviews I have had with 
them ; and I believe, that if they were taken in hands 
determinedly, and the man of enterprise amongst them 
protected and supported, eventually their prejudices 
might be conquered, and the navy well supplied out of 
their ranks by fine hardy seamen. . . . 

If the Board were to form a judgment on this matter 
by the nature and amount of evidence taken at these 
late inquiries (which, as I before stated, is the evidence 
of only one side, namely, the Claddagh men, who are 
opposed to trawling), I submit they could come to no 
other conclusion than to prohibit trawling inside a line 
about five miles outside of Blackhead, or, in other 
words, putting an end, to a great extent, to a very pro- 
ductive mode of fishing, one by which the very best 
description of fish is largely supplied to the markets ; 
and extinguishing private enterprise, and perhaps pre- 
venting an important development of the fisheries. At 
the same time, if it can be ascertained as a fact, that a 
continuance of this mode of fishing is injurious, it cer- 
tainly ought to be prohibited. It may be right here to 
remind the Board, that the returns received from the 
Bailway Company last year of the quantity of fish con- 
veyed to Dublin from Galway showed an increase of 



over 170 tons, exclusive of lobsters and oysters, over Appendix. 
that of the preceding year. It may be assumed, that — - ' 

the greater portion of this was trawled fish, and con- Be P°rt of In- 
sequently is primd facie evidence, that instead of trawl- 
mg tending to lessen the supply of fish, it has materially Fisheries for 

increased it in the market InDingleBayapub- >860. 

lie inquiry was held this year, at which it was proved 
the fisheries of the bay were highly prosperous, not only 
in the place where trawling was carried on every day, 
but also in the place where it was prohibited, and in con- 
sequence, the Board decided on leaving matters as fixed 
by them originally in 1848. Dingle and Galway Bays are 
much of the same character, and it appears strange, that 
Dingle Bay should be improving while Galway should 

be deteriorating under similar regulations 

Again, it is urged that trawling is injurious to the 
herring fishing, and that it is in consequence of the use 
of the trawl net they have deserted the bay. However, 
it should be remembered, that there used formerly to be 
a very productive herring fishing in the bays round the 
west and north-west coasts, and for several years past 
scarcely a herring has been caught in Cushla, Kilkerrin, 

Birterbuoy, or Boundstone Bays. The latter place was 
once famous for its great herring fishery, and I believe 
a trawl net has never been shot in any of the bays I 
have mentioned. Again, on the east coast, where, prob- 
ably, the finest fleet of trawlers afloat is constantly at 
work, the herrings failed to a great degree for the last 
four or five years, and they have returned this year in 

great abundance, notwithstanding all the trawling. . . . 



Appendix, Bo. 1. 

Great Southern and Western Railway. 

Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st 
December, 1860. 

Salmon, 212 tons. Other kinds, 563 tons. Total, 775 tons. 



Great Southern and Western Railway. 



Bates of Carriage of Fish between Dublin and the undermentioned Stations 



Description of Fisli. 



Salmon, packages up to 21 lbs., 

Do. do. 22 lbs. to 56 lbs., . . each, 

Do. do. 57 lbs. to 84 lbs., . . „ 

Do. do. 85 lbs. to 1 12 lbs., . . „ 

Do. quantities above 1 cwt., . . per cwt., 

Turbot,. John dorey, soles, plaice, whiting, eels, 

shrkups,. prawns, 

Lobsters, crabs, oysters, 

Herrings and inferior fish, .... „ 



Bagnals- 


Wexford. 


Water- 
ford 
r/u Kil. 


Limerick 
j Junction. 

1 


Limerick. 


Cork. 


Kil- 

larney. 


Cahir. 


S. d. 


s. d. 


S. d. 
The or 


s. d. 
dinary p. 


s. d. | 
arcelrat 


f. d. 
es. 


S. d. 


1 . d. 


1 6 


2 G 


2 0 


1 6 


2 0 


2 0 


2 6 


2 0 


2 0 


3 3 


2 6 


2 0 


2 6 


2 6 ; 


3 3 


2 6 


2 6 


4 0 


3 0 


2 6 


3 0 


3 0 : 


4 0 


3 0 


2 6 


4 0 


3 0 


2 6 


3 0 


3 0 | 


4 0 


3 0 




3 0 


2 0 


_ 


2 0 


2 0 


3 0 


_ 


_ 


2 6 


1 6 


_ 


1 6 


1 6 


2 6 


_ 




~ j 


1 0 




1 0 


1 0 , 


" 


" 



When the rates per cwt. are applied, any portion of a quarter to be charged as one quarter. 
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Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 



Quantity of Fish conveyed by the Midland Great 
Western Railway for year ending 31st December, 
1860. 

Description of Fish. Tons. cwts. qrs. 

Coarse fish (cod and hake), . . 383 1 1 

Fine fish, 9 10 

Salmon, 14 16 0 

Oysters, 315 13 1 

Lobsters, Ill 5 2 



Rates of Carriage of Fish. 

Cod, turbot, &c., . . . Is. 9 d. per cwt. 

Salmon, .... Is. 9cL per cwt. 

Lobsters, .... 2s. 1 d. per cwt. 

Oysters 29s. per ton. 



Appendix, 

Schedule of Licence Duties received by the Boards of 



Number and Description of Licences sold in 1859. 



Amount Percentage Ave- 

Licence Poor Law received No° 

Duty. Valuation. *^SST 



131 » 21 1ft - - ! - - - - 444 i 




28' 40: 10; -IS] 2: 14 214 - 
» - i - I - I - I - 9* 18 - 

> 1 - - - - ■ 



The estimate of the average number of 
. 6 men. I Pole Nets, . . 3 men 

• 5 do. . Bag Nets. . . 4 do. 

. 2 do. 1 Fly Nets, . . 4 do. 
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Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 

The estimated quantity of Eel, conveyed fee the yea, 1860 arriving in Dublin Aon, the different Stations on 

and in connexion with this Line : 

390 tons. 1 cwt. 



13 



2 qrs. 



22 lbs. 





Appendix, No. 2. 




Ebcnezer Pike, . 
M. C Cramer, 
William Pike; 
Edward Browne, . 
Col. Knox Gore, . 
Col. Roberts, 

E. Power, . 


Applications to form or plant Oyster Bedb. 
Place. 

• . Lough Mahon, Estuary of Lee, Co. Cork, 

• . Oyster Haven, Co. Cork, . . j 

. . Acliill Sound, Co. Mayo, . . 

. Ballynalcill Harbour, Co. Galway, . ] 

. . Estuary of River Moy, Co. Mayo, 

. . Mweenish Bay, Co. Galway, 

. . Tramore Bay, 


Observations. 

. Granted. 

. Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

. Under consideration. 
. Granted. 

. Under consideration. 



No. 3. 



Conservators in Ireland for tlie Years 1859 and I860. 







Number and Description of Licences sold 


n 1800. 














Increase or Decrease between 
1859 and 1860. 


a 

1 


1 

i 

ci 


| 


| 

a 


i 

Q 


•3 

S 


5 


1 

& 

9 

m 


E 


10. Stake Nets. 


£ 

w 


$ 

n 


W 


E 


| 


3 


1 

- 


Amount 

of 

Licence 

Duty. 


Per 

centoge on 
Poor Law 
Valuation. 


Total 
Amount 
received 
for Licence 
Duties. 


1860. 

Averag 

Nimbi 


Increase 
in Amount. 


Decrease 
in Amount 


°B 


-■§ 


172 




_ 


10 


_ 


- 


- 


8 


1 


- 


_ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


£ t. 

157 0 0 


-6 «. d. 


£ >. 
151 0 0 


284 


£ t. d 


£ «. i. 

11 0 0 




84 


81 


- 


- 


48 


- 




- 


12 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


" 


140 0 0 


- 


140 8 0 


404 


- 


4 5 0 


_ 


7 


108 


00 


173 


10 


25 


- 


- 


1 


- 


10 


83 




11 


- 


- 


- 


- 


882 0 8 


- 


582 6 8 


1,204 


- 


16 6 8 


- 


44 


116 


02 




8 


- 


- 


- 


13 




24 


12 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


434 5 0 


40 0 0 


474 5 0 


534 


- 


9 15 0 


- 


11 


285 


14 


- 


28 


- 


- 




8 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


264 10 0 


- 


204 10 0 


485 


- 


30 0 0 


- 


67 


18 


- 


- 


0 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 


14 0 0 


- 


14 0 0 


43 


- 


4 10 0 


- 


15 




- 


- 


10 




- 


- 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


41 0 0 


- 


41 0 0 


116 


0 10 0 


- 


- 


4 


40 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 




60 0 0 


- 


00 0 0 


152 


- 


0 10 0 


- 


10 


00 






04 


- 


- 






- 


7 


- 


i 


5 


- 


- 


- 


- 


238 10 0 


- 


238 10 0 


482 


- 


10 10 0 


- 


10 


283 


00 




09 


- 


- 


28 


00 


Si 


80 




14 


174 


- 


- 


_ 


- 


1102 3 4 


- 


1162 3 4 


1,037 


120 13 4 


- 


137 




140 


11 


- 


o 


- 


1 


- 




- 


- 


- 


0 


18 


- 


- 


- 


- 


160 12 6 


- 


166 12 6 


275 


8 5 0 


- 


10 


- 


38 




- 


14 


- 


- 


2 


- 


- 


- 






- 


- 




- 


- 


77 0 0 


- 


77 0 0 


132 


- 


2 10 0 


- 


0 


18 


- 


- 


24 


- 




- 


10 


- 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


101 0 O 


- 


191 0 0 


240 


- 


0 0 0 


12 


- 


48 


- 


- 




2 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


10 


12 


- 


- 


- 


- 


151 0 0 


- 


151 0 0 


102 


- 


2 0 0 


- 


2 


30 


- 


- 


13 


- 


- 


- 


0 






- 


1 


6 


- 


- 


- 


- 


93 10 0 


- 


98 10 0 


140 


- 


10 10 0 


- 


40 


00 




- 




- 


- 


1 


14 


- 


- 


- 


0 


- 


- 


25 


- 


- 


210 0 0 


SO 0 0 


206 0 0 


100 


4 0 0 


- 


- 


14 


0 


- 


- 


10 


- 


- 


- 


12 


1 


1 


- 


L-i 


- 


- 


- 


12 


- 


75 10 0 


- 


75 10 0 


130 


8 0 0 


- 


- 


87 


10 


4 


- 


10 


- 


- 


4 


19 


- 


0 


- 


1 


2 


- 


- 


- 


- 


800 0 0 


- 


806 0 0 


243 


- 


51 10 0 


- 


41 


28 


0 


- 


02 


- 


202 


- 


11 


- 


- 


- 


0 


84 


- 


28 


- 


- 


300 0 0 


78 17 0 


887 17 0 


951 


- 


SO 5 0 


- 


337 


82 


- 


- 


3 


- 


- 


- 


32 


- 


- 


- 


8 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


105 10 0 


- 


195 10 0 


180 


13 0 0 


- 


11 


- 


89 


12 


8 


40 


" 


- 


- 


13 


- 


- 




n 


80 


- 






" 


204 10 0 


- 


204 10 0 


507 


10 15 0 




65 






































,088 12 0 


98 17 0 


,287 9 6 


8,005 


174 8 4 


m u 8 | 


235 


674 



men employod is made u; 
Stake Nets, . .4m 

Head weirs, . . 1 m 

Box, crib, &c.(evory 6) S m 



Gap, Eye, At 

CoghSls, ’ 
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Appendix, 

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as 



Number and Name of District. 



Whethor Salmon 
purchased chiefly for 
Exportation or Homo 
Consumption. 



4. — Lismore, 

5. — Cork, . . 



6 1 . — Skibbereen, 
6a. — Bantry, 

6 3 . — Kenmare, . 
7. — Killamey, . 



I On the whole, in rather a pros- 
perous state, though the take 
this season has not been as 
good as last. They have im- 
proved, and the prospect of 
farther improvement is rather 
j favourable. 



Is. to Is. Gd. per lb. 



The salmon fisheries of the rii 
Slaney cannot be said to 
improving, andthe prospect of 
any improvement, under ex- 
isting circu m stances and regu- 
lations, is very slight. 



. This season very unproductive, 
] which is difficult to account 
".-.as salmon were Eaid to be 
very abundant in the 
and tributaries during close 
season. Judging by this season, 
the fisheries havenot improved 
ce last year, this being the 
st barren season known up 



Very bad. They have not 
proved. No prospect yet. 

. It is expected that this season 
will he more prodnetive than 
the former. 

, Progressively improving. 

, No prospect of improvement. 
They have not improved since 
last return. 

j Fisheries have improved, and 
the prospect of further 
provement is very good. 



Never so promising. In i 
quence of the extreme wet and 
high floods last summer the 
tare of salmon by nets and 
iswasconsiderablyreduced, 
but the quantity of fish was 
abundant, and angling was of I 
the first class. 




The year I860 was less produc- 
tive in the take of salmon than 
the preceding year, and consi- 
derably below the average of ■ 
the last five years. The take 1 
of salmon peal was singularly 



n of I860 proved less 



About equal to last year. 



Far less. 

Less productive. 

About the same. 

Less productive. 

Prodnetive ; about equal. 



Less productive at Galway, but 
much more productive m the 



Less productive, owing ti 
high floods in 1857, which 
swept away a great portion of 



The average prices obtained on 
| the spot this season for fresh 
run salmon ranged from 
Is. Bid. to Is. 11 id. per lb., 
some parties who adopted a 
system of sending to Dublin, 
and taking the chance of the 
market, receiving 2s. 2d. per 
lb. A very large number of 
salmon were captured during 
the month of March in their 
descent towards the sea, both 
in the tidal and upper divi- 
sions. Their condition, gene- 
rally, was much superior to 
that of ordinary slack salmon, 
and the price obtained for them 
ranged from id. to Gd.perlb, 
From 2s. 8 d. per lb. 



Principally for exporta- 



Bd. to Is. per lb. 

Bd. to Gd. per lb. 

About Gd. per lb. 

Is. 3d. to Is. Gd. in spring; 6d. 
in summer months. 

About 2s. at present. 



From lOd. to lid. per lb. 



Generally about Gd. per lb. 



None for exportation. 
For exportation. 

Chiefly for exportation. 
Chiefly for exportation. 

Chiefly for exportation. 



Chiefly for exportation. 



Chiefly for home supply. 



of 1860. None of the 
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No. 4. 



to the State of the Salmon and Inland Fisheries of Ireland. 



The amount of protection 
afforded during the past 
close season has, in the 
opinion of the Oonserva- 



scason of 1859-60. 



A larger amount of pro 
tcction. 

Greater in the freshwaters, 
but great injury dono by 
the use of sprat nets, 
under pretext of fishing 
for sprats and horrinr 
whon no such fish we 



Greater. 



About the same. 



Ninety-on. 

fi 1 1 



ported 1 

greater. 



The quantity 
breeding fish ob- 
served in the 
rivers of tins dis- 
trict 1ms been 
greater than du- 
ring tho preceding 
close of 1 059-G0. 



Greater. The 

her of breeding 
fish very largo. 
About the same. 



Greater. 



Much greater. In 
the last year. 



The use of illegal 
1 instruments lor 
fishing is of a 
rather rare oc 
ronce ; but 
fishing for sail 
with rods and le- 
gal nets, under 
pretence of fish- 
ing for other fish, 
is greatly on the 
increase, and bids 
fair to undermine 
the present laws, 

if not 

amended. 



Diminished to a 
great extent, save 
the poaching car- 
ried on by the 
improper use of 
sprat and herring 

nets in tho Lee. 
Diminished. 

Diminished. 



Diminished. 

Diminished. 



m tho class of 
minor offences. 

In consequence of 
the great tempta- 
tion held out by 
large a qunn- 



tha .- e “L Bo ? d of Conservators in Ireland should use their influence 
with their respective Members of Parliament, to have the evidence of their prin- 
cipal agent or Conservator recorded before any Select Committee of Inquiry m the 
House of Commons on the Fisheries of Ireland. We are of opinion Sat any 
J “ “"ring .out the present laws, is more to be attributed to the 

want of funds than any deficiency m the laws themselves and sneh „ 

ScmieDm?^ 1 T ° U . t i PartlCU . larIy « e “P t “S “ds used for taking trout from 
Licence Duty, as it was the means, in a great measure, of bringing the whole matter 
into disrepute, compelling a licence to be taken out for rods uselfor taking salmon 
m tlie same waters frequented by anglers for trout, who invariably fished fof salmon, 
under pretence of fishing for trout. We are, therefore, decidedly of opinion, that 
unless a moderate rate of licence duty be imposed on all engines used in waters 
known to be frequented by salmon, the difficulty of sufficiently carrying out any 
laws for the protection of the salmon fisheries would be almost insumomftable, the 
1 a PaymCI ? ° f 'f nCe d "* 7Cr ? ««* “ d *1“ protection required 

to be given to the upper waters, during close season, necessarily very small. We 
believe that the laws at nresc.it in force could only he effectually carried out by a 
ystem of espionage whA is objectionable in eve^ respect; and we are convinced 
that the manner of taxing now proposed would give general satisfaction and be the 
means of raising funds sufficient to afford ample protection to the upper waters 
during tho close season. 

The Conservators of this district would draw the attention of the Commissioners to 
many matters haying reference to the fisheries of the Slanev, embracing the greatly 
behoved deleterious effects of the fixed engines at the mouth of the nver-a 
belief in which yho Conservators, as a body, strongly share. The definition of the 
mouth of the river, with reference to such fixed engines. The restriction of the 
use of fine mesh nets, during the open season, for the capture of white fish, to the 
limits within which the profitablejmrsuits of such fish can be legitimately carried 
out, viz., about one mile above Ferrycarrig Bridge; together with some other 
matters. The Conservators are, however, generally of opinion, that the onlv 
method by which the Commissioners can arrive at an accurate estimate of the de- 
trimental condition of tho fisheries of the Slaney will be, by their holding a meet- 
ing at Wexford, during the present year, and investigating the various facts which 
may there be offered for their consideration, and which may enable them to apply 
such remedies as may be in their power. 



It would be of great importance to alter the weekly close season in the tideways to 
the same as the fresh waters, viz., from six o’clock on Saturday evening to six 
"’clock on Monday morning. All parties are in favour of it. 



The fishing would increase if the open season was extended. 



That all parties fishing in a river frequented by salmon should be licensed. 



tity c 
the upjier v 

poaching, 

which the I 



That all kinds of capture in tideway and fresh waters should cease ou 20th August, 
— c by rod and line only, and consolidation of the Fishery Laws as speedily as 
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Appendix, 

Abstract of Statements from Boards of Conservators as 



Number and Name of District ! 


General state of tbo Salmon 
and Iuland Fisheries of Ireland. 


Whether the Take of Salmon 
in i860 was more or less 
I productive than in 1859. 


Average price of Salmon 
obtained by the Captors. 


Whether Salmon 

Exportation or Homo 
Consumption. 




10 3 . — Bangor, 


Not so good. 


Less. 


8 d. to Is. per lb. 


Nearly all exported. 




11. — Baliina, 


Not improving. Last year’s 


Much less productive. 


About 4d. to 4 hd. per lb. 






13. — Sligo, .... 


| take being but about one-half 
j what used to be the average. 
1 Fallen off. 

Not improving; a bad prospect 
of further improvement. 

Good. Not improved of late. 


Less productive. 




exported bv the pro- 
prietors of the fisheries, 
but cannot say what 
proportion it bears to 

None pumped for ex- 




13. — Ballyshannon, 


Less productive. 


6 d. per lb. 


portation. 

Nearly all exported. 




14. — Letterkenny, 


Not improving. 


Less productive. 


About 8 d. per lb. 


Entirely for exportation. 




15*. — Londonderry, 


Improved a little. 


Bather more. 


About 7d. per lb. 


Chiefly for exportation. 




15®. — Coleraine, . 


Very prosperous, and everv 


More productive. 


From 3s. 6 d. to 8d. per lb. ; 






16. — Ballycastle, . . . 1 


prospect of future improve- 
ment. They have materially 
improved since last return. 
Improving. 


Much the same. 


average "2s. Id. per lb. 
From Is. to Is. 3d. per lb. 


Three-fourths for expor- 




17.— Drogheda, . 


— 


More productive in 1860. 


Is. 3d. per lb. 


Principally for exporta- 





Appendix, 



Schedule of Licence Duties payable in each District in 



District. 








3. Sna 
Nets. 




4 NcU 


ft 


5. Drift 
Nets. 


6. Trammel 
Nets 

for Pollen. 


7^Po!e 










£ s. 


d. 


£ 1. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ ». 


d. 


£ 


, 


d. 




1. Dublin, . 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 


0 


0 




2. Wexford, . 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 


0 


0 




3. Waterford, 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


S 


1 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 0 


0 


1 


6 


8 




4. Lismore, . 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 


0 


0 






















f Tidal. 


















5. Cork, 






0 to 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 




I 1 1° 


0 


0 10 


0 


1 


0 


0 






















L2 0 


O 


J 
















6*. SkihbereeD, 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 10 


0 


, 


0 


0 




G®.Bontry, . 






0 10 


0 


I 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 10 


0 


1 


0 






(P.Kenmare, 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 IS 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 


0 


0 




7. Killamey, 






0 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 


0 


0 




8. Limerick, 






0 10 


0 


1 6 


8 


1 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 0 


0 


, 








9. Galway, . 






0 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 2 


c 


2 5 


0 


2 5 


0 


1 2 


G 


1 


10 


0 




lO'.BoUynakiU, . 








0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


a 


0 


0 




10®. Bangor, . 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 


0 






11. Baliina, . 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 


0 


0 




12. Sligo, . 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 


0 


0 




13. Ballyshannon, . 






1 0 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 


0 


0 




14. Letterkenny, . 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


I 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 










15'. Londonderry, . 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


2 








10®. Coleraine, 






0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 10 


0 


1 








16. Ballycastle, 






0 10 


0 


2 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


3 0 


0 


3 0 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 








17. Drogheda, 


— 


— 


0 10 


0 


1 0 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 10 


0 


1 10 


0 


0 15 


0 


1 


0 


0 
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FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



No. 4 — continued. 



Tho amount of Pro- 
tection during Close 

compared with procoding 
year of 1859. 


Whothor tho quan- 
tity of Brooding Fish 
obsorvod in the Rivera 
has boon groatcr or 
loss thuproooding 


Whether Offonccs 
against tho Fishery 
Laws have dimi- 
nished. 


Greater by £29. 


Much the same. 


Increased. 


£44 less. 


Greater. 


Diminished. 


The same. 


The same. 


Not increased ; 
much the same. . 


The same. 


Groator. 


Diminished. 


Some os usual. 


Much the same. 


Not increased. 


About the same by the 
Conservators ; hut this 
hears a very small propor- 
tion to tho amount ex- 
pended by the Lessee of 
the Foyle. 


Greater. 


No change. 


Forty bailiffs and two in- 
spectors under constant 
pay. 


Considerably greater. 


Diminishing in one 
partofdistnctand 
increasing iu tho 


Much better. 


Mucli greater. 


Diminished. 


Much better, in consoquenco 
of the assistance afforded 
by the Constabulary. 


Groator. 


Much the same. 



They beg to refer to the suggestions of last year. 



The Conservators would strongly urge upon the Commissioners the necessity of 
taking steps to prevent the destruction, at this season of the year, to salmon'fry, 
from the fact of all parties having liberty to angle with trout rods, without paying 
any Licence Duty; and this liberty being principally taken advantage of by idle 
boys, who care nothing whether they take salmon fry or trout, seeing that, under 
the protection of the trout rod, they can do so with impunity, and which is a great 
discouragement to parties expending large sums of money in protection. 



To prohibit most stringently flax water being allowed to flow inti 



No. 5. 



Ireland on Engines used for Fisliing, on 1st January, 1861. 




C 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 



State of tlie Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1861, pursuant to the 









1st Cla 


'i860 1 ? 0 


ed 


2nd Class employed 

in 1860. 


Total employed 
in 1860. 


1st Class employed 
in 1861. 




of District. 






Vessels, j 


Men. 


Joy.. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 




Vessels. 


Mon. 






Dublin, 


From Whip of Water 
Nth., to the Breaches, 
South. 


T. J. Young, 


SO 


235 


75 


176 


577 


30 


250 


812 


105 


52 


168 


52 




Arklow, 


From the Breaches, to 
Sluice River. 


J. Balfour, . 


233 


1,384 


23 


122 


495 


G9 


355 


1,879 


192 


121 


715 


85 




Wexford, . 


From Sluice River to 
Bannow, Co.Wexford. 


W. L. Partridge, . 


3G 


120 


- 


178 


902 


10 


204 


1,027 


10 


33 


163 


2 




Waterford, . 


From Bannow to Bally- 
voileBiidge.Co.Water- 
ford. 


G. M. Purvis, 


42 


102 


11 


25G 


935 


40 


298 


1,097 


51 


44 


167 


12 




Youghal, 


From Ballyvoile to 
Garrarow. 


J. A. St. Leger, . 


57 


320 


23 


241 


1,083 


80 


298 


1,403 


08 


60 


338 


23 




Queenstown, 


From Baliycotton Bay 
to Ringabella Bay, 
Queenstown Harbour. 


T. Gass, 


42 


151 


7 


211 


825 


41 


253 


97G 


48 


42 


151 


14 




Kinsaie, 


From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge. 


C. T. Dench, 


49 


294 


42 


34G 


1,830 


77 


395 


2,129 


119 


53 


322 


40 




Skibbereen, . 


From Hollyinchy Bridge 
to Three Castle Head. 


31. B. Dunn, 


22 


106 


19 


799 


3,711 


199 


821 


3,8G7 


418 


22 


139 


18 




Bantry, 


From Three CastleHead 
to Glengariff. 


W. Townsend, . 


7 


28 


- 


232 


1,003 


- 


239 


1,081 


- 


7 


28 


- 




Castletown, . 


From Shot Head to 
Sneem, Co. Kerry. 


W. Bailey, . 


67 


237 




1,882 




143 


1,949 


9,130 


147 


5 


22 


4 




Westcove, . 


From Sneem to River 
Eroyknock. 


J. K. White, 


9 


20 


9 


131 


400 


80 


140 


420 


89 


7 


14 


6 




Knightstown, 


From Enagh River to 
Castlemaine. 


R. Wilcox, . 


1 


4 


- 


287 


1,189 


77 


288 


1,193 


77 


1 


5 


- 




Dingle, 


From Cromane Point 
(Bull Head) to Blen- 
nerville. 


C. Hawkey, 


14 


58 


4 


120 


G35 


- 


134 


603 


4 


11 


44 


- 




Ballyheigue, 


From Blennerville to 
Cashen River. 


A. Kennedy, 


21 


I 94 


- 


48 


59 


- 


69 


153 


- 


- 




" 
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No. 6. 

5th and 6th Viet., 



FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 19 

cap. 106, allowing the Increase or Decrease in the daw Districts since January, 1860. 



“tar 



Vossols. Mon. Boyi 



Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Con 
mandors of Coast-Guards and other Registering 



ho general condition of tbo Fishing Establishment im- 
proving. Tho take of tish less productive last year, 
the season for salmon fishing improved. No Curing 
Establishments. No conflicts of any kind. Tho cou- 



Moro. activity. Boats in good condition. The take of 



i condition of this division m 
rproveraent. The take of fii' 
lmon fisheries have r 




The tike 

generally much the same. No Coring Establish- 
ment in tho district Thosalmonfisboricsnotimprored 

last year. Tho fishermen are orderly and peaceable. 
Tho fishermen of this quarter are not an industrious 
class of men, nor can it bo expected otherwise, when 
drunkenness is fostered by granting licences to so many 
pooplo for the sale of liquors to make them drunk. 



Greatly improved with hookers and small boats, and a 
sign of improvement in Kinsalo hookers. Tho take of 
fish better, both in small and large tish. No Curing Es- 
tablishments. No conflicts. The fishermen arc orderly 
and peaceable. 



rty oftho fishermen! C ° 






•o Curing Establish- 



n Bantry. The habits of 
and pcaocablo. There has bee 
by boat orews into a trawling ve 



In the otl . 

| salmon fisheries in this district are very limited. No new 
I inodes of capture. No Curing Establishment exists at 
present The individnal efforts at curing made by fish- 
ermen have been successful. The fishermen are orderly 
and peaceable. No conflicts. The coast abounds with a 
great variety of fish, notwithstanding the fisheries are 
lueted on a very limited scale. A majority of the 
irmcn are indigent ; many others hold small farms, 
on which they are mainly dependent for support The 
fisheries may lio improved by tho formation of com- 
panies. In these companies the fishermen should hold 



fidelity. 



o registry is at present imperfect. 



Much improvement within the last three years. The 
'of fish last year more productive. The salmon 

.rieslinvo not improved. No Curing Establishments. 

[ No conflicts. Tho fishermen are very peaceable, fug- 
i alteration of season for angling on Waterville 



in the same condition as compared with 1844. No 
of improvement. The take of fish much the same. 

I Tho salmon fisheries less productive. One small Curing 
hlishment at I’ortmagec, hut little is done there, 
onflicts. The fishermen are orderly and peaceable. 
I The fisheries could lie improved if capital were liberaiiy 
•mpioycd, as tho coast swarms with fish. 

I The first-class boats and gosr are much better than for- 
morly. The late Royal Irish Fishery Company's boats 
were all purchased hv tho local fishermen. The take of 

I fish last year was considered bad. The salmon fisheries 
in this district are rather inferior. Both the Curing Es- 
tablishments in this district are closed. The fishermen 
o orderly and peaceable. No confiictshave taken place. 



lg Establishment. The take of fish less pro- 
No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. Fish- 
ry orderly and peaceable. 
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Appendix, 



State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1861, pursuant to the 

















Tot, 


1 employed 


1st Class ompl 


yod 










I860. 




in 1860. 














of District. 


Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 




























Vessels. 


Men. 




Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 


Vessels 


Mon. 


Boys. 


Kilrusb, 


From Cashen River to 


G. W. Wall, . 








159 


450 


27 




450 


27 










Kilbaraha. 






















Seafield, 


From Black Head to 


E. J. Morriss, 








08 


194 




G8 


104 












Farrihie Beack. 


























Galway, 


From Farrihie to Mason 




331 


1,540 


270 


G50 


2,000 


70 


904 


4,140 


340 




1,000 


290 




Island. 
















Olifilen, 


From Mason Island to 


J. W. Webb, 




155 




308 


1,433 


11 


454 


1,086 


14 




101 






Ruana Point. 


















Westport, . 


From Doobeg to Rnana 


G. H. Loveridge, . 


26 


67 


1 


200 


704 


00 


232 


831 


07 




04 






Point. 
























Keele, . 


From Ballvcray Castle 


D. Elliott, . 




20 




334 


1,242 


10 


339 


1,202 






10 






to Bony Glen. 






















Belmnllet, . 


From Butter Point to 


T. Rate, . . 






0 












12 










Doona Head. 


























Dnnkeehan, 


From Brandy Point to 


R. Edwards, 








03 


202 


18 


63 


202 












Loch Murrougli and 
Ben Iver, Baldering. 




























Ballycastle, . 


From Glensky Cove to 


E. J. B. Clarke, . 


_ 






143 


1,030 


16 


143 


1,030 


16 










the centre of Bartra 
Isle. 




























Pallendiva, . 


From Sligo Bridge to 


R. K. Thompson, . 


1 


3 






3S0 




105 


383 












Ballina Bridge. 






















Sligo, . 


From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge. 


W. K. Shoveller, . 


» 


15 


- 


218 


1,100 


45 


223 


1,175 


45 


6 


19 


• 


Killybegs, . 


From Donegal to Gwee- 
barra Bar. 


R. Heard, . 


13 


42 


0 


533 


2,279 


5G2 


540 


2,321 


108 


13 


43 


7 


Rutland, 


From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland. 


John Adam, 


- 


_ 


- 


410 


1,146 


08 


410 


1,340 


08 


- 


- 


- 


Skeepliaven. 


From Bloody Foreland 
to FannetPoint. 


H. Prosser, . 


- 


- 


- 


887 


2,903 


1G1 


887 


2,903 


101. 


* 


10 


2 


RathmuIIen, 


From East side of Lee- 
nan Bav, West side of 


M. Knox, 


- 


- 


- 


00 


234 


41 


50 


234 


41 


_ 


. 


. 




FannetPoint.toLough 
Swilly, Ramelton. 




























Came 






- 


- 


- 


230 


1,290 


23 


236 


1,200 


23 




41 




and 


From the Hawk's) 
























Nest, Inch, to Ma->- 




























Greencastle_ 


gilligan Point. ) 




7 


22 


- 


109 


738 


10 


170 


700 


30 


- 


- 


- 


Ballycastle, . 


From Downhill to Nap- 


G. G. K. Gore, . 


- 


- 


- 


GOA 


1,002 


G5 


064 


1,002 


05 


_ 


_ 


. 


1 

a 

1 


From Mountain Stream, 
near Garron Point, to 


W. Swinburn, 


8 


30 


• 


210 


GOO 


100 


218 


030 


102 


7 


28 


„ 




Belfast. 
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FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



No. g — continued. 



2nd Class omployed 
in 1861. 


Total employed 


Vossols, 


Mon. 


Boys. 


Vossols. 


Mon. 


Boys. 


173 


000 




173 


500 


- 


07 


101 


- 


70 


211 


1 


000 


2,700 


00 


1,030 


4,300 


380 


403 


1,450 


17 


457 


1,011 


24 


201 


718 


78 


- 


782 


81 


437 


1,005 


13 


453 


2,011 


14 


133 


472 


5 


132 


472 


» 


03 


202 


18 


03 


202 


18 


100 


824 


14 


100 


824 


14 


100 


588 


- 


74 


417 


2 


14B 


820 


20 


154 


830 


34 


474 


2,140 


387 


487 


2,183 


304 


250 


080 


3110 


250 


080 


300 


801 


2,020 


140 


803 


2,030 


101 


55 


246 


50 


55 


245 


50 


244 


1,125 


22 


257 


1,100 


23 


222 


848 


28 


222 


848 


28 


004 


1,002 


05 


064 


1,002 


05 


200 


530 


108 


213 


004 


108 



Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Com- 
manders of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, up to the 1st January, 1861 . 



Thcealmon fishing improving. Bag-net used in Shannon 
with success The take of other fish much the same as 
last year. No Curing Establishments, but two racking 
establishments for salmon at Glynn, and one built this 
year at Knock. No conflicts. Tho habits of the fisher- 
men are peaceable and orderly. Tito registry not per- 



WJJKsSKSsrdiUiiS 

mon i taken last sea-on. No Curing Establishment within 
tho division. No conflicts. Thofishermenarcorderlvand 
peaceable. No boats or vessels of any description in this 
division, save canoes, tvhicharo constantly transferredfrom 
one party to another, principally from the poverty of tho 



A general falling off, owing to the scarcity of fish. No 
sign of improvement. The take of fish lo-s productive. 
Two bag-nets wore fished at Ardfoy for salmon, for two 
months last season : they took a good number, and it 
paid well. No Curing Establishment. Conflicts less 
frequent. The fishermen orderly and peaceable. 

No sign of improvement in this division. Tho take of fish 
less productive, i'ho salmon fisheries have not improved. 
No Curing Establishments. The fishermen orderlvand 
peaceable. 

10 sign of improvement. Tho take of fish 1c 



No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish less produc- 
tive. Tho salmon fishing improved. Caring Estab- 
lishment for salmon. Tho fishermen are orderly and 
peaceable. No conflicts. 

The take of fish less than last year. The salmon fish- 
eries not at all improved. One Curing Establishment 
exists. No conflicts in this division. The fishermen 
arc orderly and peaceable, bat inclined to drink. 

No sign of improvement. No apparent change in thetako 
of fish. Tim salmon fisheries are not improved. No 
Curing Establishment. No conflicts. The fishermen 
peaceable. 

No sign of improvement. The take of fish more produc- 
tive. The take of salmon better. No Caring Establish- 
ments. No conflicts. The fishermen orderly and peace- 



Tho boats bavo increased, and an improvement is evident. 
Tho take of fish last year not so productive us the pre- 
ceding year. Bag-nets are used for salmon witli more 
success. Tho fishermen aro generally orderly and 
peaceable. No conflicts. 

Rather improving. A considerable falling off in tho 
tako of fish last year, except in the last take of her- 
rings. The salmon fisheries decidedly falling off. Tho 
take of fish decreasing. No Curing Establishments. No 
conflicts. The fishermen quite peaceable. 

The take of fish less productive. The salmon fisheriesnot 
improved. There is a Curing Establishment at Tcclin. 
Tile fishermen arc in general peaceable. 

No sign of improvement. The tako of fish loss productive. 
Thesnlmon fisheries have not improved, ho Curing Es- 
tablishment. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaccahio. Tho registry very imperfect. 

There is a sign of improvement. The salmon fisheries 
much improved, i860 was less productive in the take 
offish. No Curing Establishment.' The fishermen ars 
orderly and peaceable. The registry imperfect 

A little improvement. The tako of fish rather bettor in 
salmon, but loss productive in other fish. No Coring 
Establishments. No conflicts. The fishermen ore 
orderly and peaceable, bnt inclined to break the law as 
to trawling. 

A great improvement within tho last three years. The 
take of fish less than usual. The salmon fisheries have 
not improved. Ono Curing Establishment. No con- 
flicts. Fishermen orderly and peaceable. 

No sign of improvement. The tako of fish less produc- 
tive. The salmon fisheries worsegencrally. Vcrylittls 



! No perceivable difference. Take of fish less than preced- 
ing year. No Curing Establishments. No conflicts. 
Fishermen peaceable and orderly. 

Much the same os formerly. No sign of improvement. 
Thetako of fish less. The salmon fishetios have cot 
improved. No Curing Establislimsnts. No conflicts. 
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Navk 


Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Class employed 
In I860. 


2nd Class employed 
In 1860. 


Tote 


.•.'Sr* 


1st Class employed 
in 1861. 




Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 




Boys. 


Vessel, 




Boys. 


Donaghadee, 
Strangford, . 


From Belfast to New- 
castle Quay. 

From Newcastle Quay 
to Sheepland Head. 


S. F. Douglass, . 
J. B. Hockley, . 


81 


401 


IS 


GOG 

Includ 


1,240 

edinD 


104 


737 

hadee. 


1,041 




81 


401 


18 


Newcastle, . 


From SbeeplandCove to 
River Foot 


G. A. E. Ridge, . 


1 


0 


- 


216 


870 


58 


217 


885 


58 


1 


0 


- 


Carlingford, . 


From Ballagan Point to 
Omeath. 


J. Dunsterville, . 


31S 


707 


13 


203 


078 


12 


203 


078 


12 


4 


21 


- 


Dundalk, 


From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
Omeath. 


T. L.Gaussen, . 


7 


35 


- 


377 


731 


01 


284 


750 


01 


5 


28 


- 


Id a! abide. 


From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Howth. 


M. B. Cockcraft, . 


40 


313 


37 


31 


70 


12 


77 


302 


43 


34 


214 


20 


Hovth, 


From Howth to Whip 
of Water. 


H. Prosser, 


13 


70 


.0 


8 


8 


4 


20 


78 


13 


12 


70 


9 



Appendix, No. 7. 

Applications for Bi-Laws, Rules, &c., received by Commissioners. 



District or Place. 



Nature of Application. 



Ballyshannon District, 
Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Cork District. . 
Drogheda District, 
Limerick District, 

Ditto, 

Delphi Wc-ir, 

Carlingford Lough, 
Achill Sound, . 

Clew Bay, 

Blacksod Bay, . 

Tralee Bay, 

Londonderry District, 
Ballina District, 

Lough Neagh, . 

Dingle Bay, 

Teelin Estuary, . 

Inver Bay, 

Drumcli if River & Glencs 
Waterford District, 
Ditto, 

Teelin River, 

Brandon Bay, 

Waterford Harbour, 



Bu nd rowes River £ Lough Melvin, 
Dublin District, . 

Lough Derravarragh, 

Dublin District, . 

Kiilarney District, 

Ditto, 

Galway Bay, 

Sligo District, 

Ballyeotton Bay, 

Lough Doon, 

Caragh River & Waterville Lake, 
Ballincollig Weir, 



Liffey Weirs, 
Lax Weir, 
Lismore District, 



To define mouth of Bunduff River, . 

To define mouth of Bundrowes River, 

To define mouth of Tetlin River, 

To define mouth of Kilcar or Ballydoo, 

To define mouth of Argideen River, 

To define mouth of Boyne River, 

Extension of season for angling, 

To change site of Queen’s Share in Lax weir, 

To open Queen’s Gap, 

To regulate the dredging for Oysters, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 

To reduce size of mc-shes of nets, 

Ditto, 

To extend season for Pollen fishing by trammel nets, 

To rescind By-Law prohibiting trawling, . 

To prohibit the use of small meshed nets, . 

To prohibit the use of trammel nets in certain places, 

To extend season for angling, 

To change season, .... 

To remove illegal weirs in estuaries of rivers, 

To extend season for angling, . 

To prohibit trawling, ..... 
To permit small boats to trawl within limits prohibited by 
former By-Law, .... 

To change season for angling. 

To put an additional licence on draft nets in Liffey, 

To permit the use of six-inch mesh for capture of Perch, 
To change season, . 

To change season, ..... 

To remove illegal weirs in estuaries of Maine and Laune, 
To alter By-Law prohibiting trawling, 

To change season, ..... 

To allow the use of trammel nets by day, . 

To extend season for angling, . 

To alter season, ...... 

To compel owner to build fish pass, weir having been raised. 
Ditto, . . 

To survey weir for fish pass, 

To inspect mill weirs, .... 

To change site of Queen's Share, 

To remove illegal weirs from Bride and Blackwater, 



Defined. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Not granted. 

J udgment given to change site. 

By-Laws made. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Refused. 

Ditto. 

Granted. 

Refused. 

Granted. 

Ditto. 

Under consideration. 

Granted. 

Under consideration. 

Granted. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

_ Ditto. 

Not in power of Commissioners. 
Withdrawn. 

Under consideration. 

Ditto. 

One removed. 

Under consideration. 

Not granted. 

Refused. 

Not granted. 

Ditto. 

Necessary steps being taken. 
Ditto. 

Survey made. 
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No. 6— continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1860. 



2nd C 


i33 employed 


Total omployod 


In 




Doc 


easesmoe 


Substance of Observations mado by Inspecting Com- 


Vossols. 


**”• 




VobsoIsi. 


Mon. 


Boys. 




Mon. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys. 


man tiers of Coast-Guards and other Registering 
Officers, np to tho 1st January, 18G1 . 


060 


1,240 


104 


1,537 


1,041 


2,2 


17 


37 




- 




0 


No sign of improvement The take of fish less produc- 
Ovo Salmon fisheries less productive. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 
peaceable. ' 


























Much tho same. No sign of improvement. No chango 
in produce. No salmon fisheries. No Curing Establish- 
ments. Fishermen orderly and peaceable. This district 
should register its own boats. 


230 


018 


51 


240 


924 


51 


23 


30 








7 


A slight sign of improvement Tho take of fish mnelt 
less productive, with tho exception of the herring fishety 
at Ardglass, which was very productive lastscason. Tho 
salmon fisheries improved. No CuringEstablishments. 
N 0 oonflicts. Fishormon orderly and pcaoeable. 


214 


770 


12 








“ 






75 


181 




No sign of improvement. Tho condition of the Fishing 
Establishment very indifferent A good herring fishing 
this season. No salmon fisheries. No Curing Estab- 
lishments. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and peaoe- 


220 


052 


05 


231 


980 


05 


“ 


“ 


“ 


13 


244 


39 


No sign of improvement. Tho take of fish less produc- 
tive. The salmon fisheries improved. No Curing 
Establishment. No conflicts. Fishermen orderly and 


28 


112 


8 


02 


320 


34 




4 


1 


21 




“ 


A groat number of first class vessels has left tho fishing 
and gone into the eoaating trade. Tho tako of fish less 
productive. No salmon fishery. No Curing Establish- 
ment. No oonflicts. Tho fishermen are peaceable and 


8 


8 


4 


20 


78 


13 














An Improvement in vessels and gear. White fish less 
productive ; but herrings more so. No salmon fisheries. 
No conflicts. Tho fishermen are orderly and pcaoeable. 



Appendix, No. 8. 

By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by tbe Commissioners. 



District or Piece affected by 
By-Law, &c. 



Carlingford Lough,; 
Acliill Sound, . 
Clew Bay, 

Blackaod Bay, . 
Tralee Bay, 
Waterford District, 
Wexford District, 
Lough Neagli, . 

Donegal Coast, . 



Inver Bay, 



Waterford District, 
Teelin River, 
Brandon Bay, 

Waterford Harbour, 



BundrowesRiver & Lough Melvin, 
Argideen River, . 



Nature of By-Law, Order, &c. 



Regulating the dredging for Oysters, 

Ditto, . . . 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Ditto, .... 

Alteration of boundaries of district, . 

Ditto, .... 

Extension of season for fishing for Pollen by trammel nets, 
to 28th September, . . . • 

Prohibiting the use of nets for the capture of fish of any kind, 
witli meshes of less than one inch from knot to knot (to be 
measured along the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mesh, 6uch measurements 
being taken in the clear, when the net is wet), on that 
part of the coast of the County of Donegal inside or to the 
north-east and north of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carrigan Head, 
and from Carrigan Head to Mnckross Point, all in the 
, Barony of Bannagh, and County of Donegal, 

Prohibiting the use of trammel nets within or to the north- 
east of a line from the mouth of the Bunlaghy River to 
Doorin Point, ...... 

Change of season, . . • • • • 

Extension of angling, from 1 st Pebruary to 28tli September, 
Prohibiting trawling inside a line from Brandon Point to 
Coosanea, . . . • 

Rescinding By-Law of 2nd March, 1852, prohibiting trawl- 
ing in Waterford Harbour; and prohibiting trawling by 
boats exceeding five tons within the line from Creden 
, Head to Temple Church, . . • • • 

I Extension ofanglingfrom 1st Pebruary to 18th September, 
Prohibiting the use of nets of any kind whatsoever, in the 
tidal part of the river known as the Argideen River, in 
the County of Cork, situated between the junction of the 
Owenkeagh or Blind River with the said Argideeu River 
and the bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of the 
East Division of East Carberry, and County of Cork, 



17th April, 1860. 

19th November, 1860. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

28th September, 1860. 
11th September, 1860. 
Ditto. 

24 th Pebruary, 1860. 



Ditto. 

Gth December, 1860. 
17th April, 1860. 

23rd August, 1860. 



24th Pebruary, 1860. 
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Appendix, No. 10. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 1st January, 1861. 



Place affected by 
By-Law. 


Nuturo of By-Law. 


Dublin Bay, . 


AGAINST TRAWLING. 

Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 
Bailey Light-housu at Hnwlk, to the Eastcrn- 
most point of the rocks called tho “Mugglins;” 
tlioacu by a straight line to tho Southoni point 
of 1 )alkoy I sland ; tlienco by a straight line across 
Dalkoy Sound, in the direction of tho signal 
station on ICilliuey HiiL 


East Coast, . 


Prohibiting Trawling within a lino drawn from 
tho Noso of Howtli, to tho Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clnghcr 
Hoad ; thence to Dummy Point ; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down. 


Dundram Bay, &c., 


Prohibiting Trawling from Ilellyhunter Rock, 
off Crantiold Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in tho County Down. 


Belfast Lough, 


Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line drawn 
from tho Castle of Carrickfergus, to Rockport, 
in tho County Antrim, aud from 1st December 
to 1st April, and the uso of Nets of less mesh 
than ono and three quarter inches from knot to 
knot (except Draft Nots for Herrings). 


Lough Swilly, 


Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
nl la Buttery on tho West side, to Linsfort Church 
on tho East side of the Lough. 


Donegal Bay, 


Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Biao Rock, to a place called Doorin Paint ; 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to tho 
Northern point of theTownlandof Rossnowlagli, 
Lower; and from thence to Kildoney Point ; and 
from thence to a place called Pointiuohose. 


Galway Bay, . 


Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to (tleninngh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting tor 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Pishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boots shall keep at a distance of 
throe niilos from them. 


Brandon Bay, 


Prohibiting Trawling within a lino drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea. 


Dingle Bay, . 


Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull's Head, near Dir.glo, to Cununna, near 
Yalentia. 


Bantry Bay, . 


Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Island. 


Waterford Harbour, 


Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding five 
tnns measurement, within a lino drawn from 
Gredcu Head to Temple Church. 


Wexford Coast, 


Prohibiting Trawling in nil places where there 
aro Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Pishing; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least throe miles from 
all boats Hulling for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nots. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Pishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, tho Trawl Boats shall depart there- 
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Not Herring or Mackerel Boats. 




TRAMMEL NETS. 


Dungarvan Bay, . 


Prohibiting the use of Trammel and every other 
Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar- 
van Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, tho spaco lying between a line passing 
due East and West, through the Northernmost 
point of Ileivick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of BnUinncourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
hut to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re- 
main set in die water from Three o'Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o'Clock, a.m„ in the fol- 
lowing day, during January, March, October, 



Place affected by 
By-Law. \ 


Nature of By-Law. 




November, and December in each Year; and 
*_ |v e o'Clock, n.m., of one day, to Seven 
o (./look, a.m., in the following dnv, during 
May, June, July, August, and September. 
Also prohibiting such Nots athwart or within 
-till yards of any boat, which at the time of setting 
such Net shall be moored, and the Cl ew thereof 
engaged in Line Pishing ; and to every train of 
such trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one . floating buoy or hoard, upon which 
shall he painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs. 


Inver Bay, . 


Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North east of a line drawn from the 
Month of the Bunlaghy River to Doorin 
Point. 


River Slaney, Co. 
Wexford, 


Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be- 
tween Perry Carrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 


Argideen River, . 


Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Tiraoleague, all in the Barony of 
ttaEiut Division of East Carbery, and County 


River Shannon, 


Prohibiting Not Pishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 1’Jta 
February. 


Lough Ree, River 
Shannon, 


Permitting the use of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of Five inches iu tho round measured 
when the Net is wet. 


Castlemaiue Estuary, 


Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, iu the Estuary 
of Castlomaine inside the Bar of Inch. 


Lough Neagh, 


Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a tine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than One inch from knot to knot, from 
the 1st of March to tho 28th September. 


Gal way River, Lough 
Corrib, &c., 


Prohibiting the uso of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokebaul or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, iu River Galway, Loughs Corrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 


Teelin Estuary, 


Prohibiting the use of Nets for the capture of 
Pish of any kind, with meshes of less tnan one 
ineh from Knot to knot, (to be measured along 
the side of the square, or four inches to be 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea- 
surements beingtaken in theclearwlien the Net 
is wet,) on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Corri- 
gan Head, and from Corrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all iu the Barony of Bannagh, and 
County of Donegal. 




OYSTERS. 


Coasts of Wicklow 
and Wexford, 


Permitting, duringthe month of May, the Dredg- 
ing for Oysters' from any of the Public Beds 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for purpose of replenishing anil supplying Arti- 
ficial Oyster Beds or Layings, or other Beds or 
Layings, the exclusive property of any person, 
but fir no other purpose whatever. 



D 
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Appendix Ng>. 10 — continued. 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 1st January, 1861. 



Nature of By-Law. 



First.— That between the 1st May and 1st Sep- 
tember, no boat shall have on board any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 

Second.— Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and a- 
lialf inches at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing. 

Third. — All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 

Fourth. — No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork. 

First.— -That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of November in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, shall have 
on board any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on board any boat any 
such dredge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 



Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught ; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of 'less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
hack into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person sliall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches aiid one-half, at the g: 



pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Third.— All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, the ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or things injurious or detrimental to the Oyster 
Fishery ; and all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds. 

First.— That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black- 
sod Bay, shall have on hoard any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters ; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on hoard any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 



and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw hack into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Third. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery ; aud all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 

Fourth. — No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con- 
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

First. — That between the 1st day of Marchand 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
he lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catcli, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Oarlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pav a 
sum of Five Pounds. * 

Second . — That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Oarlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall he on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall, lor each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Oarlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught ; and shall not remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches ana onc-lialf, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme- 
diately throw back into the Sea all Oysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall he raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Oarlingford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds. 

Fourth. — All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Oarlingford, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental . 
to the Oyster Fishery ; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
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Appendix, Ho. II. 

Mouths of Rivers deBned by tho Commissioeers, to 1st Jammy, 1861. 



Appendix. 



By the 22nd section of the 5th and 6tli Vic. c. 106, it is nrohihitwl t nr „„„„„ , , ’ 

Fishery) to ereet any Fnn> In. or CtmM.ane. for plado B « mrsoS ibjtf toe' ‘ "T? ** ,h » °™' 
the 27th section of same Act it is prohibited for any person (save such e f th ofaElver i and h T missioned. 

« »» «U «» taking Salmon S Ho™. ^ ‘ “ s1 "* *"■ 






Slaney, 

Suir, Nore, & Barrow, 

Ouvaue, or Ballyliclcoy, 

Snave, or Ooomkoln, 
GlengariCfe, 

Argideen, . 

Adrigole, . 

Owenshagh, 
Croanshngh, 

Clonee, 



Roughty, . 

Blackwater, 

Sneera, 
Finnohy, . 
Canaan, . 



Whoro Mouth Dofinod. 



By a straight lino drawn from tho eastern ex- 
tremity of tho North-wall to tho Long-wall 
at Ringsond. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho Mortollo 
lower on tho north, to Martello Tower on 
south sido of river. 

By a straight lino drawn between the eastern 
extremities of the two piers forming Cour- 
town Harbour. 

By a straight lino drawn northerly from Ross- 
laro Point to the opposite shore. 

By a straight lino drawn from the Magazine 
Tower, near the N.E. Point of Passage East, 
to tho Point duo south of Ballyhack church, 
commonly called the Church Point. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho southern 
point of tho Townlaud of Barnagearagh, due 
east, to tho opposite slioro or bank. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho western to 
tho eastern sido of tho now Snave Bridge. 

By a straight lino drawn at tho fall below 
Cromwell's Bridge. 

By a straight lino drawn through the centre of 
Bndgo, at Timolenguc, from east to west. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho southern 
sido of tho church in Townlaud of Ailrigolo, 
to southern side of chapel in Townlaud of 
Drumgarvan. 

By a straight line drawn from the N. W. comer 
of tho Quay Buildings to eastern point of 
Carrignafarnogue Rook. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho north part of 
Camgacappul, otherwise Horse Rock, to 

By a straight lino drawn from the north point 
of tho bunch of Artlay Strand, due north, to 
Leillaun Peninsula. 

By a straight lino drawn from the eastern 
point of Old Konraare Church to die v.est 
gahle of John Lane’s house. 

By a straight line drawn from tlio boundary 
between the Townionds of Gurtagass and 
Itillowon to nearest point of marsh onsoutir 
side of river. 

By a straight lino drawn from tho “ Outer 
Fishing Rock,” on west sido of river, to 
nearest point on opposite shore in Townlaud 
of Dromoro Demesm 



„ - — drawn from tho south point 

of Townland of Watervillo to north-east 
point of Townland of Basslycaun, 

By a straight lino drawn from the Ferry Houso 
on north side, to nearest point of Murreagli 
Sand Bank. 

By a straight lino drawn from Reonnnnaiagano 
Point duo N. to Black Point on opposite slioro. 



Where Mouth Defined. 



Laune, 

Cashen, 

Corrib, 

Spiddle, . 

Ass, or Errive, . 

Delphi, or Bundorrngha, 
Ballycroy, 

Dunmoran, 

Erne, 

Bunduff, . 

Buudrowes, 

Teclin, 

Ifilcar, or Ballydoo, 

Foyle, . 

Roe, 



By a straight line drawn from Lansharragh 
Point to mouth of small creek leading to 
Reen Quay. 

By a straight line drawn from the S. W. 
point of pier under Stone House at Callina- 
fercy, to the opposite point called “Keel 
Point.” 

By a straight line drawn from tho point of the 
baronial boundary, in the Townland of 
Ballyeagh, in a direction south-west, to 
opposite shore. 

By a straight line drawn from the east point 
of tiimmo’s Pier to the south-west of Rin- 
more, called Rinmore Point. 

By a straight line drawn from Corrahowua 
Point to the opposite shore, meeting tho 
townland boundary. 

By a straight lins drawn from the W. point of 
tho Great Rock, due west, to the opposite 
shore. 

By a straight line drawn from the Pier of Bun- 
dorragha to Pullavale Rock, on east side. 

By a straight line drawn from Gnbbanndnff, 
or Black Point, to Blainakearagh Point, on 
opposite shore. 

By a straight line drawn across the northern 
extremities of the piers or jetties built by 
Board of Works. 

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
point ot headland, called South Rock, on 
the south, to the road leading to Fern’s Hill, 
on the north. 

By a straight line drawn along the shore at low 
water mark in a direction from the Pulling 
IIolOjN F,. across the river, to opposite shore. 

By a straight line drawn along from Pointia- 
chose, County Antrim, to Magheracar, 
County Donegal. 

By a straight lino drawn along from Doonan 
Point iu a S. W. direction across the river, 
to opposite shore. 

By a line drawn in a direction north-east and 
north-west across said river, 3,500 feet sea- 
ward of Kilcar Bridge. 

By a straight line drawn from Cuhnore Fort 
to north-west angle of Culkeeragh House. 

y a straight line drawn from Ball’s Point to 
tho point of “ Dargan’s Embankment.” 

By a straight line drawn from west extremity 
of Rabbit Warren, in direction of tho dome 
of Downhill House, to opposite shore. 

y a straight line drawn from “ "Waterfoot” 
Point, duo south, to opposite shore. 

By a straight line drawn in a direction from 
Annngassen Mills, on the south, to the coal 
store on right sido of road from Annagassen 
to Castlcbeliingham. 



Appendix, No. 12. 

List of Licences Granted by tbe Commissioners to plant Artificial Oyster Beds, 
to 1st January, 1861. 



Lieonoo granted to. 

Lord Charles P. Clinton, . 
Ihomas Eccles, Esq., . 

Rev. Denis and John Mahony, 
Hon. David Plunkot, . 

L.K; Boswell, Esq., . 

William Foreman, Esq., . 

A. C. Lambert, Esq., . 
Archdeacon Mngco, 

John Richards, Esq., . 

J- C. Garvey, Esq., . 

Thomas Whyte, Esq., 

J. 0. Woodhouse, Esq., 



). Cork. 



For wliat place. 
Berohavcn, county Cork. 

Harbour of Glengariffe, ct. 
Estuary of River Kenmaro. 

Killary Harbour, co. Galway. 

Bay of Ballyconnelly, oo. Galway. 
Bay of Ardbcar, co. Galway. 
Killary Harbour, co. Galway. 
Bays of Stroamstown and Cleggan, 
county Galway. 

Bay of Rlacksod, county Mayo. 
Bay of Westport, county Mayo. 
Bay of Ballisodare, county Sligo. 
Bay of Mulroy, county Donegal. 



Knight of Kerry, 

W. M‘Cormick, Esq., 
Captain Houston, 
Elienezer Pike, Esq., . 

M. C. Cramer, Esq., . 
William Pike, Esq., . 
Edward Browne, Esq., 
Colonel Roberts, 



list of 
Licences' 
granted by 

For What place. the Commis- 

. Lough of Carlinrford, co. Louth, sioners to 
. Mannin and Ardboar Bays, county plant Arti- 

Valentia harbour, county Kerry, 

Achill Sound, county Mayo. etlS ’ 

Killery Bay, county Mayo. 

Lough Mahon, Estuary of Leo, co. 

Oyster Haven, county Cork. 

Achill Sound, county Mayo. 

Ballinakill Harbour, co. Galway. 

Mweenish Bay, county Galway’ 



D 2 
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Appendix, No. 13. 



Extracts from 
the Constabu- 
lary General 
Code of Regu- 
lations. 



Fisheries. — Extracted from the Constabulary General Code of Regulations. 



Sec.' 

List of Act 

Limitation to Public Interests, 7 1 2 
Cases in which to act, . 713-16 
Chief duties, . . .717 



Sec. 

Close Season, . . .718 

Analysis of the Acts, . 719 
Rewards, .... 720 



Note. — T he numbers of the paragraphs refer to the Sections of 



711. List r.f Acts . — The Constabulary are to exercise 
their utmost vigilance in enforcing the strict observance 
of tbe Fishery Laws as far as may be compatible with 
the prior and more pressing duty of preserving the 
public peace. The following are the Acts referred to : — 



5 and 6 Yic., c. 106. I 9 and 10 Vic., c. 114. 

7 and 8 Vic., c. 108. 1 1 and 12 Vic., c. 92. 

8 and 9 Vic., c. 108. | 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88. 



712. Limitation to Public Interests. — It is to be under- 
stood that this branch of the duties of the force is limited 
to the protection of the public interests — a limitation 
•which should be kept strictly in view ; and that whilst 
the Constabulary, without respect of persons, enforce 
the provisions of tbe Acts as now directed, no inter- 
ference whatever should take place in the protection of 
merely private interests, or in questions of private right 
— a®, for example, in the cases of persons nsing lawful 
means of fishing, but in places stated to be exclusively 
the right of others. Nor should the enforcement of the 
provisions referred to be employed with the view, or 
for the purpose of settling questions of right ; nor arc 
the Constabulary to interfere with any person what- 
soever fishing at the lawful season in a manner not con- 
trary to the provisions which they are to enforce. 

713. Cases in which to Act. — The Constabulary will 
act in enforcing tbe provisions of the Fishery Laws as 
follows, viz. : — 

714. In all cases of offences committed in their pre- 
sence, whether off or on duty, provided that, in the latter 
case, it can be done without impediment to the duty on 
which actually engaged: — 

715. In all cases of offences arising in their immediate 
neighbourhood, of which they get credible information, 
and to which they can attend without prejudice to their 
other duties: — 

716. In all cases of offences at night, and of having 
or using any lightor fire, spear, gaff, strokeall, or other 
such instrument, with intent to tike salmon or other 
fish in or on the banks of any river or lake, or disturb- 
ing spawning fish, it is particularly desirable that every 
exertion should be made to enforce the provisions relat- 
ing thereto. 

717. Chief Duties. — The Schedule shows the pro- 
visions of the Fishery Acts, which the Constabulary 
are empowered to enforce, and that the chief duties 
required of them are, the observance of the annual 
and weekly close time, the preservation of the fry and 
spawn of salmon, trout, and eels, and the prevention of 
all modes of fishing, except rod and line, in the works 
or watercourses appurtenant to mills or factories. 

7 IS. Close Season. — A schedule of the Close Season, 
in the several districts in Ireland, as at present fixed, 
will be found on page 28. Future changes in the 
seasons will be duly notified, at each station, by the 
Commissioners of Fisheries. 

719. Analysis of the Acts. — To the Schedule of provi- 
sions to be enforced are added the sections which point 
out the means to be used* and the manner in which 
cases are to be brought to trial. Generally it will be 
desirable to proceed by summons to the petty sessions ; 
bat where parties are caught in the commission of the 

* The Urge powers of bailiffs in the execntion of warrants and other- 
wise, are vested in the Constabulary in addition to their own. 



offences during the close season, it will be advisable to 
seize the illegal instruments used, or the legal instru- 
ments used illegally for fishing; and if the parties are 
unknown, and refuse to give a satisfactory account of 
themselves, to apprehend them, pursuant to the Acts, 
and bring them before a magistrate, to be dealt with 
according to law. 

720. Rewards . — In cases of successful prosecution, or 
where zeal and efficiency shall have been manifested by 
members of the force, and that it shall be recommended 
that the portion of the penalty awarded to prosecutors 
be granted as a reward to the men concerned, such re- 
commendation will be duly considered. 

Henri John Brownriqg, 
Inspector- General. 

May lsf, 1S60. 



Schedule of the Provisions of the Fishery Acts. 

5 is G Yic., c. 106 ; 8 & 9 Vic., c. 108; 9 & 10 Vic., 

c. 114; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92; and 13 & 14 Vic., c. 

88, which the Constabulary are empowered to en- 
force, by tbe 7th and 8th Vic., c. 108. 

See Secs. 717, 718 (above). 

1 . Annual Close Seasons, as fixed l>y the Commissioners- 
— (see Schedule of Close Seasons in the different districts in 
Ireland.) 

2. Close Season for Trout— same as that fixed by the- 
Commissioners for Salmon — 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 45. 

3. The Close Season for Pollen or Fresh Water Herring. 

same as that fixed for Trout, except in Lough Neagh, in 
which Pollen may be taken by trammel or set nets, composed 
of thread or yarn of fine texture, not less than ten hanks to 
the pound weight, and having a mesh of not less than one 
inch from knot to knot— between 1st March and 29th Sep- 
tember — 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1. 

4. Close Season for Oysters— 1st May to 1st September, 
except in Carlingford Lough, where it is between 1st March 
and 1st November— 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 32. 

5. It shall be lawffll for Constabulary and Coast Guards, 
&c., and any person acting under authority of the Com- 
missioners, when and as often as they or any of them shall, in. 
any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, during the weekly or 
other Close Season, find any passage shut, closed, or ob- 
structed, or during such Close Time, in any place find any net 
or other contrivance placed or used where the same are now 
by law, or maybe prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall 
at any tune find any obstruction in the Queeji’s shave or free 
gap, through or over any fishing or other weir, or in the 
sluice passages appurtenant to any mill or factory at any 
time when the sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so- 
often to open such passages, and remove all such obstruc- 
tions, doing no unnecessary damage; and to seize and re- 
move all nets und parts of nets which may be found so placed 
or used contrary to provisions of Act.f Nothing to exempt 
any person from the penalties and forfeitures prescribed by 
Act, in respect to any of the matters aforesaid— not liable 
for any damage caused by opening such passage, or removal 
of nets or obstruction— see section— 8 and 9 Vic. c. 108, s. 10. 

. 4^ n 3" person taking or fishing for, or aiding or assisting 

m taking or fishing for Salmon or Trout during the Close 
Season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten 
pounds for every such offence, and forfeiture offish and engine 
by which the same may have been taken— 5 and 6 Vie, c. 
1 06, s. 36. And any person buying, selling, or exposing for 
sale, or having in his possession any Salmon or Trout, or any 
part thereof, so caught in the Close Time, he shall forfeit 
such fish and a sum not exceeding two pounds for each fish : 
and having in possession shall be prima facie evidence of the 
fish having been caught in Close Season— .1 3 and 14 Vie, c. 
88, s. 35. And any person using nets or other modes of 
catching fish m any weir during Close Season, shall be liable 

t NoxE-There is no power given to seize boats. 
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to a penalty of any sum not exceeding ten pounds, and for- 
feiture of such net, &c., and proof that such person is the 
occupier of the weir shall bo prima facie evidence that such 
nets were set by him — 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 36. And any 
pci-son dredging for, taking, catching, or destroying, having 
in his possession, selling, or buying any Oysters, or Oyster 
Brood during the Close Season for Oysters, shall forfeit such 
Oysters, and pay a sum not exceeding five pounds — mini- 
mum of penalties in any of the foregoing cases, ten shillings — 
11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 42. 

7. Constabulary, &c., empowered to seize fish in Annual 
Close Season — 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35. 

8. All machinery, nets, &o., for fishing to be removed dur- 

ing Close Time within thirty-six hours after expiration of 
Open Season — penalty not less than two pounds, and not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds, and forfeiture of net, &c see section — 

5 and 6 Vic., e. 106, s. 37 ; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 34. 

9. Weirs for taking white fish exempt, if regularly licensed 
by the Commissioners of Fisheries — 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, 
s. 39. 



Weekly Close Time* 

(Note— T here is no power to seize fish caught (luring Weekly Close 
Season.) 

10. Weekly Close Time in inland lakes and rivers, between 
six of tlic clock on Saturday evening, and six of the clock on 
Monday morning. In the sea or estuaries, or tideways, be- 
tween the low water next in point of time, before six of the 
clock on Saturday night, and the low water next in point of 
time, before six of the clock on Monday morning — 5 and 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 40; and 13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38. 

11. All fishing of every description (with rod and line, and 
nets or baskets, &c., used for the taking of eels excepted), 
prohibited during weekly Close Season ; Queen’s share to be 
opened in all fixed nets, &o., and leaders of all nets to be 
removed — see. sections. 

12. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any means or 
device to prevent the free passage, or frightening or scaring, 
or attempting to frighten or scare any Salmon or other fish 
from passing, or taking any Salmon or other fish during the 
time specified — not less than ten pounds and not exceeding 
fifty pounds : provided such person shall not be prevented by 
floods, storm, or stress of weather from removing lenders, or 
making opeuings — 13 and 14 Vic , c. 88, s. 46. 

Fry, Spawn, and Unclean or Spent Fish. 

13. Penalties for taking, selling, purchasing, or having in 
possession, &c., or disturbing Spawning-beds, or hindering 
free passage of, or taking iu Eel weirs, &c. — 5 and C Vie., o. 
106, ss. 73, 74, and 77. 

(Note— N o power to soizo foul, or unnloan or spout Fisli during 
Open Season.) 

Queen's Share — Free Passage of Fish. 

14. No fishing of any description whatever shall he carried 
on in any part of any free gap or Queen’s share, in any weir in 

S river, nor shall any net basket, or other engine for taking 
or preventing or deterring fish from going up or down the 
same, be used within fifty yards abOvo or below any part of 
such weir. N or shall any gravel, clay, stones, or other matter 
be thrown into the same; nor shall the water hebeat.cn ; nor 
any bridge, board, cloth, or other thing be set in, over, or 
across the same, to prevent the free passage of fish at all 
periods of the year — penalty twenty pounds — 5 and 6 Vie., 
C.106.S. 57. 

15. No obstruction is to bo placed in or near, nor any fish- 
ing carried on in any fish passage made in any natural ob- 
struction, or in any mill weir, or other similar works— pen- 
alty twenty pounds — 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 64. 

Mills and Factories. 

16. No person is at any time of the year to take fish in 
any mill, pool, or mill dam, or in works appurtenant to mills, 

* As this provision protects the distribution of tlio fish, the admission 
of a share to upper proprietors, who thereby become interested in the 
protection of breeding fish, and provides for the early stocking of the 
rivers, it is deemed of great importance to enforce it : and a penalty of 
not less than £10 is attached to the commission of an offence against 
this provision. 



°r in any watercourse leading the water to or from such 
mill, by any means save rod and line only, and rendering the 
null owner liable, if real offender not known or found— 
5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 75. 

17 . The sluices which admit the water to the wheels of 
nulls or factories to be kept shut for twenty-four consecutive 
hours, between six o’clock on Saturday afternoon, and six 
o’clock on Monday morning, so that the water may flow 
freely through any existing gap or waste gate— 5 'and 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 63. 

1 8. The waste sluices or waste gates, or overfalls shall, at 

all seasons of the year, when the mill shall not be used for 
milling purposes, bo kept open if no passage for fish be pro- 
vided ; and when such passage is provided, then they shall 
be kept shut down so as to force the water through such pas- 
sage for fish. Owners of mills liable — penalty ten pounds 

13 and 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 39. 

Disturbing Spawning Fish, £-c — Fishingat Night with Lights, 

Damming or Teeming or Emptying Fivers to take Fish. 

1 9. Section 78 provides penalty not exceeding ten pounds, 
and forfeiture of instrument, &c., for having or usin" in or 
on the banks of any river or lake, between sunset and sunrise, 
any light or five of any kind, or any spear, gaff, strokeall, or 
other such instrument, with intent to take Salmon or other 
fish— or at any time ehasing, injuring, or disturbing spawning 
fish, or fish on the spawning beds, or attempting to catch fish 
in such places (except with rod and flies only), or damming 
or teeming or emptying any river or mill race, for the pur- 
pose of hiking or destroying any Salmon or Trout, or the fry 
thereof— 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 78. 

20. Prohibits the use of any Otter spear, lyster, gaff, 
strokeall, dree draw, &c., at any time of the year— penalty 
not less I ban four pounds — 13 and 14 Vic., c. S8, s. 40. 



Means provided for the enforcement of Fishery Acts. 

21 . Powers of Water Bailiffs now extended to the Consta- 
bulary, by 7 and 8 Vie., c. 108, s. I ; and 5 and 6 Vic., 
c. 100, s. 84. 

22. Justices may grant warrants to enter places not in- 
cluded in above powers— 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 85. 

23. Offenders may be apprehended who refuse to tell their 
names, or who continue the offence— 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 87. 

24. Persons using violence or menace to prevent lawful 
prosecution of any fishery, may be apprehended— 5 & 6 Vic., 
c. 106, s. 88. 

25. Penalty on assaulting persons empowered to enforce 
the provisions of the Act — 5 and 6 Vie., c. 106, s. 90. 

26. How offences against Act may he tried ; levy of pen- 
alty and expenses; extension of jurisdiction of Magistrates 
to offences committed at sea; disposal of illegal nets or legal 
nets used illegally ; evidence; witnesses; offences on wear- 
ing rivers; limitation of actions— 5 and 0 Vic., c. 106, 
ss. 94-110. 

27. Definition of terms used in Act — 13 aud 14 \ic., 
c. 88, s. 1. 



Application of Penalties. 

28. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine or 
penalty shall be paid to the informer, or person who shall be 
the means of bringing to justice any person offending against 
the provisions of the Act; the other two-thirds to the con- 
servators of the district— 21 and 22 Vie., c. 100, s. -8. 
1 1 and 12 Vie., c. 92, s. 35. 



29. To he served personally, or left at or on board the 
vessel, or posted on the known residence of the person for 
whom intended — 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106, s- 94. 

30. Illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines of a legal 
form and size used illegally, may be retained until the next 
sitting of the Petty Sessions Court, or any adjournment 
thereof, in the district where the same may be seized, when 
they are to be brought before the Magistrates to be de- 
posed of, or destroyed, as the care may be, as_ directed by 
section 103 of the 5th and 6th Vic 
c. 106, s. 103. 



:. 106 — 5 and C Vic., 



[Index to Schedule. 
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Index to Schedule of Fishery Acts. 



SUBJECT. Befuret 

Annual Close Season See “ Se 

Angling; 10, 16, 1 

Arrest of Offenders, 28. 

Assaulting Officer, &c.. 



rs of. 



21 . 



Buying Fish in Close Season, 

Close Season, Annual, See “ Season.” 

Do., "Weekly, Do. 

Do., Buying, Selling, or having in i . 

possession Fish in, . . . » ”• 

Duty of Constabulary, 7, Ac. 

Damming Rivers, 19. 

Definition of Terms 27. 

Dree Draw, 20. 

Eels and Eel "Weirs 13. 

Engines, disposal of, SO. 



Factories, 5, 10, 17. 

Fixed Engines, 11 . 

Fire on Banks of Rivers, . . . .19. 

Fry, disturbing, &c., 13. 

Free Passage of Fish 5, 12, IS, 14. 

Gafij 19, 20. 

Illegal Engines, 30. 

Legal Engines used Illegally, . . .so. 

Lights on Banks of Rivers, . . . .19. 

Lysters, 20. 

Machinery, 

Mills, . 5,15,16,17,1 

Nets n ft s an 

Night, Fishing at. 

Offences, Trial of. 

Otters, . 



19. 



Dredging for, 

Passage of Fish, . 

Penalties, Application of. 

Penalties, Levy of. 

Pollen, .... 

Possession, having Fish in, during 



Queen's Share, . 

Rod and Line, 

Salmon, Season for, . 
Season, Annual Close, . 

Do., Weekly Close, 
Seizing Fish or Engines, 
Selling Fish in Close Season, 
Sluices, 

Spawning Fish or Beds, distt 

Spent Fish, . 

Strokcall, . 

Summons, Sendee of, 
Teeming Rivers, . 

Trial of Offences, . 

Trout, . 

Violence, using, . 

Warrants, . 

Watercourses of Mills, 

Water Bailiffs, . 

Weirs, .... 

White Fish, , 

Witnesses, . 



Roforonoe to Paragraph. 



6, 10, 11, 12, 17. 



Appendix, No 14. 



Instructions FISHERIES. — INSTRUCTIONS for COAST GUARDS, &C., 
Guarisf&c., relating to Irish Fisheries, compiled by T. 
with Extracts W- Ol'ks. 

3 4 C Ti '- '■ 108 1 e S Vic. c. 108; S4! Vic. c. 
108 ; 9 & 10 Vic. c. 114 ; 11 & 12 Vic. c. 92 : and 
13 & 14 Vic. c. 88. 



relating to 

Irish 

Fisheries. 



The following extracts from the Acts of Parliament in 
force in Ireland, for the regulation and protection of the 
Fisheries, are published with a view to the guidance of 
the Coast Guards in the discharge of their duties, and 
pointing out the particular powers they possess under 
the Statutes, which being extensive, should at all times 
he carried out temperately, yet firmly and strictly. 

There are some provisions of the laws referred to in 
these Instructions applying to the fresh-water portions 
of rivers and. lakes which may not come under the im- 
mediate cognizance of the Coast Guards, being remote 
from tbeir stations. They are, however, included, in 
case their aid, in some instances, might be required. 

Particular attention should be paid to the enforce- 
ment of a strict observance of the Close Seasons, both 
Annual and Weekly, amongst all classes of fishermen, 
and with every description of fishing engine. 

Note.— I n case of seizure of any net or other engine by anv person 
duly authorized to seize same, care should be taken that such net or 
other engine should be brought before the Magistrates at the NEXT 
sirriN'HJF the Petti- Sessions Couit, as directed by the 103d section 
of the alb and Gth Vic. c. 106. 

•Vo .ptneer under tlie Fishery Luxes to seize hauls. 

COAST GUARDS’ POWERS. 

1. It shall be lawful for such officers and petty offi- 
cers belonging to the cruisers of Her Majesty’s Navy, 
and for such officers and men of the Coast Guard Sta- 
tions as shall be thereunto authorized by the Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Customs, at such times and in 
all. such places, and subject to such directions and regu- 
lations as the said Commissioners of Customs shall from 
time to time think fit to prescribe, to go on board any 
vessel employed in fishing and examine the certificate 
of registry and nets of such vessel, and whether the 
regulations of Act have been complied with, and whether 
the master and other persons on board such vessel are 
carrying on the said fishery in the manner required by 
law, and to seize any illegal nets or engines, or any 
nets or engines used contrary to the provisions of Act, 
or to any of the orders, regulations, or bye-laws made 
by the Commissioners ; and lawful for the officers and 
men employed in the Coast Guard Service in Ireland to 
execute, for the purposes of Act, on sea or on land 
the warrants of any Justice as fully and effectually as 
any person authorized and empowered to execute 
warrants of any Justice in Ireland, may now execute 



&c., with Extracts from the Acts of Parliament 
F. Brady, Fishery Department, Office of Public 

the same on land within their respective districts : 
and to do all such other Acts on sea or land in relation 
to the preservation of peace among persons engaged 
in fishing, and the enforcement of the provisions of Act 
as any Constable may lawfully do within his jurisdiction 
— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 86. 

. 2. When any person shall be found at sea, or on 
rivers, lakes, or other waters, or on land, offending 
against any of the provisions of Act by the use of any 
'if, net - en g ,nc > ur device whatsoever for the taking 
of fish or by the use of any net, engine, or device pro- 
hibited at such time, or in any other manner, it shall 
be lawful for any officer or person empowered to enforce 
the provisions of Act, or for any person interested in 
the fishery in which such illegal act may he committed, 
to require the person so found offending forthwith to 
desist from such offence, and also to tell his Christian 
name, surname and place of abode ; and in case such 
person shall, after being so required, refuse to tell his 
real name or p ace of abode, or shall give such a general 
description of his place of abode as shall be illusory, 
for the purpose of discovery, or shall wilfully continue 
such offence, it shall be lawful for the officer or person 

so requiring, as aforesaid, and also for any person acting 
by his order and in his aid, to apprehend such offender, 
and to convey him, or cause him to he conveyed, as soon 
as conveniently may be before a Justice of the Peace, 
to he dealt with according to law: provided always, 
that no person so apprehended shall , o» any pretence wild 
soevei,be detained for a longer period than twenty-four 
hZZ£°3 iAe Ume °/ klS prehension before he shall be 
h ’Z 9 f h ^ 0re °f tJ * Peace; and that if he 

cannot, on account of the absence or distance of the 
residence of any such Justice of the Peace, or owing to 

of thfp P oI eaS T T*’ 'f br0D S ht before a Justice 
of the Peace within such twelve hours as aforesaid, then 

?eve P rtb P l P ft S °L PP end A ed 1 sLa11 be discW ged, but may, 
nevertheless, be proceeded against for his offence bv 
summons or warrant as if no snch apprehension had 
taken place — 5 & 6 Vio., c. 106, s. 87. 

3. Where any persons, to the "number of three or 
more together, shall be foand by any officer of He! 
Maiestye Mary, or of the Coaet flnard, e, any water 
tahtf or peace officer, by violence, intimidation, or 
menace, .mpedmg or obstructing, or attempting to to. 
W„] 0h ‘ jfcr! I? t ’ *•/ ot - cr parson or person! in the 
ll “” y fistay !t sU1 be lawful for 

such officer of the Xayy, or Coast dnard, or water hai- 
Mt, or peace officer so regaining, and also for any person 
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acting by bis order or in his aid, to apprehend such 
offenders, and to convey them before a .1 ustice of Peace, 
to be dealt with according to law ; and every person so 
offending by such violence, intimidation, or menace as 
aforesaid, and every person then and there aiding or 
abetting such offender, shall, upon being convicted 
thereof, forfeit and pay for every such offence such 
penalty, not exceeding Twenty Pounds, as to the con- 
victing J ustice shall seem meet, together with the costs 
of the conviction, which said penalty shall be in addition 
to and independent of any other penalty to which any 
such person may bo liable for any other offence against 
Act — 5 & 6 Vic., c. IOC, s. 88. 

NETS. 

4. No net or other engine covered with canvas, hide, 
or other material, by which unsi/.oable and young fish 
may bo taken or destroyed, shall be used on the sea 
coast, or within any estuary, except for the purpose of 
dredging for shell-fish. — Penalty not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, and forfeiture of net. — 5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 6. 

5. No person shall at any time, between sunrise and 
sunset, set, either in the sea or within the tideway in 
any estuary, any sea net for the catching of herrings, 
or any trammel not, or leavo any drag or other net in 
the water between sunrise and sunset, except stake or 
fixed nets for the catching of salmon, and save, also, 
seines or drift nets for pilchards or horrings, provided 
such stake or fixed nets, and such seines or drift nets, be 
used at such times and places as may not be prohibited 
by any bye-law — Penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds, 
and forfeiture of net — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 7 ; 7 & 8 
Vic., c. 108, s. 7. 

6. Every person who shall, between sunset and sun- 
rise, have set, either in the sea or within the tideway 
in any estuary, any such not as is prohibited from being 
left set, or in the water between sunrise and sunset, 
shall before sunrise haul up and remove such net or 
net3. — Penalty not exceeding FivePounds, and forfeiture 
of net. Proviso as to being prevented by storm or 
stress of weather — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 8. 

7. Every person who shall use any trawl or trammel 
net at any season, or any place, either in the sea or 
within the tideway in any estuary, when or where the 
same shall have been prohibited by any. bye-law, shall 
forfeit such net, and pay a penalty not exceeding Twenty 
Pounds — 5 <fc 6 Vie., c. 106, s. 9. 

8. No person shall set any not at or across the en- 
trance of any bay or estuary, in any place, or at any 
time, which shall bo prohibited by any bye-law. — 
Penalty not exceeding Five Pounds — 6 & 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 10. 

_ 9. No stake weir, stake net, nor any leader, out- 
rigger, or other work of any kind, shall be placed or 
erected, or suffered to romain in such a manner as that 
it shall extend to a greater distance than from high 
water to low wator mark of spring tides, save and ex- 
cept in the case of ebb and flood weirs, commonly called 
head weirs, not fished by means of a fixed net; nor 
shall any such weir be so constructed as to be capable 
of taking young or unsizeable fish; — and the nets 
made use of in the formation and construction of such 
stake nets, and of the leaders of all bag, or other fixed 
nets, shall be extended evenly in such a manner that 
the meshes shall be stretched to their full opening ; — 
and all bag nets shall be so placed and erected as that the 
netting of the leaders can be raised and kept out of water, 
and that clear openings can be ?mde in all stake 
nets, £c. — Penalty not exceeding Ten Pounds — 5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 26. 

10. For Bye-laws, see pages %7, 29. 

OYSTER FISHERIES. 

11. Not lawful to dredge for, take, catch, destroy, or 
have in possession, sell or buy, any oysters or oyster 
brood between First May and First September in any 
year. Penalty Five Pounds — 5 & 6 Vic., o. 106, ss. 32, 36. 

12. Any person stealing oysters or oyster brood from 
any oyster bed or laying, being the exclusive property 
of any person or persons, and sufficiently marked out 
and known as such, or from any oyster bed or laying, 
formed or planted with the permission, in writing, of 
the Commissioners, shall be deemed guilty of larceny, 



and be punished accordingly— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s.' 11; Appendix. 

8 & 9 Vic., c. 108, ss. 18, 19 j 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, T J~T 
ss. 41, 42. Instructions 

13. Any person unlawfully and wilfully using any Guards, &c., 
dredge or net, instrument or engine, within limits of with Extracts 
any oyster bed, being the exclusive property of any t £ e A - Cts 
other person, and sufficiently marked out and known as ?pi^g a ™ ent 
such, for purpose of taking oysters or oyster brood, al- Irish “ 
though none shall be actually taken, or dragging upon fisheries, 
the ground or soil of such fishery, shall be deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor, and be punished accordingly. 

Nothing to prevent any person from fishing for any 
floating fish within the limits of any oyster fishery with 
any net, &e., adapted for taking floating fish only — 

5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 12. 

H. Note.— P ermission given to dredge for oysters, during month 
of May m each year, between Wicklow Head and Raven Point, north 
of W exforil Harbour. 

See Bye-lam, paye 29. 



BALLAST. 

15. No person shall throw out, or unlade, from any 
vessel the ballast thereof, or any part thereof, within 
any estuary, harbour, or place, unless where the same 
may bo allowed by the Commissioners, or by the local 
regulations of such harbour or place — Penalty not ex- 
ceeding Ten Pounds — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 14. 



REGISTRY OF FISHING VESSELS. 

16. At snch of the Coast Guard Stations and Custom 
House Offices within such districts as the Commissioners 
shall appoint, subject to the consent and approbation of 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Customs, there 
shall be kept by such officer as the Commissioners may 
appoint, in books to he kept for that purpose, a registry 
of all vessels engaged in fishing, together with the names 
of the owners of such vessels, and of the ports to which 
they may belong, and the number of men usually em- 
ployed in each snch vessel. And the owners of such 
vessels are required to have registered their names, and 
the names of their vessels, and the ports to which they 
belong, and the number of their men. The owner of 
each vessel shall be furnished by the registering officer 
with a certificate of such registry, and pay for such 
certificate a sum not exceeding one shilling. And the 
number, mark, or letter which shall be assigned to each 
vessel by the registering officer, together with the name 
of the vessel, of the owner, or some one of the owners, 
and of the port to which snch vessel belongs, shall be 
painted on the stem of such vessel, and such number, 
and mark, or letter, shall be also painted on the sails 
and bows, or quarters, and on the buoys attached to the 
nets used with such vessel, &c., in such manner as the 
Commissioners shall direct. — Penalty not exceeding 
Five Pounds. Provision as to vessels not permanently 
engaged in fishing — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 16. 

ASSAULTING OR RESISTING. 

17. If any person shall assault, resist, or obstruct any 
of the Commissioners, or any person acting by their 
authority, or any officer of her Majesty’s Navy or Coast 
Guard, or any person acting under him, or them, or any 
water bailiff in the execution of any of the powers con- 
ferred on him by Act, or by any rule, order, or bye-law 
to be made in pursuance of Act, or if the master of any 
fishing vessel shall refuse to produce his certificate of 
registry when thereunto required, every person so 
offending shall for every such offence forfeit and pay 
any sum not exceeding Ten Pounds — 5& 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 90. 



CLOSE SEASONS. 

18. For Annual Close Seasons, see Schedule, page 28. 

19. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding, or 
assisting iu taking or fishing for salmon or trout during 
the close season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for every such offence, and for- 
feiture of fish and engine by which the same may have 
been taken. And any person buying, selling, or expos- 
ing for sale, or having in his possession any salmon or 
trout, or part thereof, so caught in the close time, shall 
forfeit such fish and a sum not exceeding Two Pounds 
for each fish ; and having in possession shall be prima 
facie evidence of the fish having been caught in dose 
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Appendix, season. And any person using nets or other inodes of 
T . “ catching fish in any weir, shall be liable to a penalty of 

f"rCoast° nS ^' cn P° un ds, and forfeiture of such net, Ac., and proof 
Guards, &c., that such person is the occupier of weir shall be primd 
with Extracts facie evidence that such uets were set by him. And 
of’parliament au y P erson dredging for, taking, catching, or destroy- 
o ar lament ^ in ^ p 08Ses sion, selling, or buying aiiy 

oysters, or oyster brood during the close season for 
oysters, shall forfeit such oysters, and pay a sum not 
exceeding Five Pounds. — Minimum of penalties in any 
of the foregoing cases, Ten Shillings — 5 A 6 Vic., c. 106, 
s. 36 ; 13 ds 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35 : 11 ds 12 Vic., c. 92, 
s. 42. 

20. Any person in whose possession any part or por- 
tion of a salmon or trout shall be found or exposed for 
sale during the close season shall be in the like cases 
subject to like penalties and forfeitures ; and all per- 
sons empowered to enforce the provisions of Act, shall 
be and are empowered to seise all such salmon or trout, 
or any such portion thereof as aforesaid, when so found 
in the possession of any person, or exposed for sale 
during the close season — 13 A 14 Vic., c. 8S, s. 35. 

21. During the close season for salmon every oc- 
cupier or farmer of any fishery shall remove and 
carry away, or cause to be removed and carried away, 
from such fishery, and the weirs, dikes, and dams con- 
nected therewith, and from the river, or stream in which 
such weirs, dikes, or dams are placed, and from the 
landing places adjoining thereto all and every engine, 
spear, hand net, or other net, inscale, hecks, and rails 
of all cruives, boxes or cribs, used for the purpose of 
taking or killing salmon, and the tops of such cruives, 
boxes, or cribs, and all planks and temporary eno-iiies 
and fixtures used and required for the fishino- of the 
same; and that all and every obstruction to°thefree 
passage of the fish in and through each and every such 
crui ve, crib, or box be wholly removed and carried away 
within thirty-six hours after the expiration of the open 
season, aud shall not be again placed or allowed to be 
placed or to remaiu therein until within thirty-six hours 
of the commencement of such open season ; and in case 
any such occupier or farmer shall omit or neglect so to 
remove all and every such net, engine, or other tackle, 
and every contrivance, or obstruction as aforesaid, he 
shall forfeit all such nets, engines, or other tackle or 
contrivance as aforesaid, and shall for every such offence 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and 
shall also for every day during which he shall suffer such 
obstacles and other things to remain and be unremoved 
beyond the period prescribed by Act, pay a sum not 
exceeding Five Pounds : Provided always that nothin^ 
shall be construed to render liable to any penalty any 
person who slui.ll be prevented by floods, storm, or stress 
of weather from removing any such net, engine, or 
tackle during the continuance of such prevention • and 
provided also, that the proprietor or farmer of any 
salmon weir, cow legally entitled hv patent, charter, Jr 
otherwise, to a right of fishing fo i eels in such weir 
and who lias exercised such right previous to the pass- 
es of Act, shall not be liable to an v penalty on account 
of his placing, hanging, or using, coghill or eel nets or 
baskets in the eyes or" gaps of such weir, if such coghill 
or eel nets or baskets be only used iu conformity with 
the provisions of Act, and he only hung in four-fifths 
in number of the eyes or gaps of such weir, and tlm 
other one-fifth of such eyes or gaps, in addition to the 
queen s or free pass, be kept open and unobstructed for 
the free passage of all kinds of fish ; and provided also 
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to’ 
exempt such proprietor or farmer from liability to the 
penalties by Act directed in case any salmon or trout 
shall be killed, taken, or caught in such weir during 
close season, or in ease lie shall not keep open and un- 
obstructed, according to the provisions of Act, one-fifth 
m number, as aforesaid, of the eyes or gaps of the said 
weir— 5 A 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 37. 

22. During the close season for salmon every pro- 
prietor lessee or other person who shall be engaged iu 
fishing for salmon by means of fixed engines, shall re- 
move and carry away, or cause to be removed and car- 
ried away, from the poles or fixtures to which they 
shall be attached, all stake nets, bag nets, sole nets fly- 
nets, or . other devices or engines used for the purpose 



of takiug salmon, except where such nets, devices, or 
engines shall be formed of wood, iron, copper, or other 
rigid substance, in which case a clear opening of four 
feet in width shall be made, and maintained in and com- 
pletely through the pouches, traps, or chambers, of all 
such nets, devices, or engines, from the top to the bottom 
of such pouches, traps, or chambers, and iu the eyes of 
flood and ebb weirs, commonly called head weirs, so as 
to allow the free passage of salmon aud other fish 
through the same, and effectually to preveut the catch- 
ing or taking of auy fish therein ; and in case any such 
person shall omit or neglect to remove or carry away 
all such nets and engines, or, as the case may be, to 
make and maintain free from all obstruction such open- 
ings as aforesaid, during the times aforesaid, he shall 
forfeit all such nets or engines, and shall forfeit and pay 
a sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also /a?- 
every day during which such nets or engines shall re- 
main and bo unremoved beyond the period prescribed 
bv Act, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds ; provided always, that nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to render liable to auy penalty 
any person who shall be prevented by storm or stress 
of weather from removing such nets or engines, or mak- 
ing such openings as aforesaid, during the continuance 
of such prevention. Saving for weirs licensed by Com- 
missioners to catch white sea fish — 5 & 6 Vic. c 106 
ss. 38, 39. ’ 

23. Every proprietor, lessee or other person who 
shall be engaged in fishing for salmon by moans of 
nets of any kind, shall remove and carry them away 
during the yearly close season under a penalty of not 
less than Two Pounds, and forfeiture of nets — 13 A 14 
Vic., c. SS, s. 34. 



24. “ Weekly close time in inland lakes and rivers, 
between six of the clock on Saturday evening and six 
of the clock on Monday morning. In the sea°or estu- 
aries, or tideways, between the low water next in point 
of time, before six of the clock on Saturday night, and 
tbc low water next in point of time, before six of the 
clock on Monday morning”— 5 A 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 40 • 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38. ’ 

2o. All fishing of every description (with rod and 
tine on’y excepted) prohibited during weekly dose season; 
Queen s Mare to be opened in all fixed nets, Ac., and 
leaders of all nets to be removed." 

26. In tideway from the low water noxt in point of 
time before six of tho clock on Saturday night, and tlio 
low water next in point of time before six of the clock 
on Monday morning, aud during such time in each 
stake, flood, ebb, or head weir and stake net a clear 
opening of at least four feet in width shall bo made, and 
kept from obstruction in the ponchos, traps, chambers, 
or eyes of the same from bottom to top, so as effectually 
to allow of the free passage of salmon and other fish, 
and the netting of the leader of every bag, fly, solo or 
other fixed net shall be raised and kept out of the water. 
and that in all rivers, lakes, and tideways, all other nets 
and baskets whatsoever, except those used for the 
taking of eels shall be wholly removed and taken out 
of the water for the space of time above mentioned ; 
and the mseales, or gates, and rails or framework of all 

r,n b ° XeS ° F T ive3 f ? r tbo “toting of salmon, 
Ac., shall be removed out of, or opened in each such 
crib, Ac-, m every salmon or other weir wherein salmon 
may be caught, in such a manner that a clear opening 
of not iess than four feet iu width from the bottom 
to the top shall be left therein, and a free, direct, and 
uninterrupted space of said width shall be effectually 
secured for the passage of fish of all kinds, both up and 
down through such cribs, Ac.— 5 A 6 Vic., c. 106 s. 40. 

Pe ° alt 7 for non-observance, or for using any 
means or device to prevent the free passage, or frighten- 
ing or scaring, or attempting to frighten or sea?e any 
salmon from passing, or taking any salmon during the 
time specified, -not less than Ten Pounds, and not 
exceeding Fifty Pounds: Provided such person shall 
not be prevented by floods, storm, or stress of weather 
“ 0D ? ™nov.ng such leaders, or making such opening*- 
13 u; 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 46. ° 

28. During the weekly close season the sluices which 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



admit the water to the wheels of all mills or factories, 
.shall at all seasons of the year bo kept shut for twenty- 
four consecutive hours in each week, between six o’clock 
•on Saturday afternoon, and six o’clock on Monday 
morning,, so that the water may be allowed to flow 
freely through any existing gap in such weir, or any 
fish passage formed therein — or where no gap or fish 
pass, through the wadto gato on the up-stream side of 

the wheel sluices of such mill, <fec 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106 

•a. 63. 

29. It shall he lawful for Constabulary aud Coast 
Guards, Ac., and any 'person acting under authority of the 
Cmmisumers, when and as often as they or any of 
them shall, in any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, dur- 
ing the Weekly or other Close Season, find any 
passage shut, closed, or obstructed, or during such close 
time, iu any place find any not or other contrivance 
placed or used where the same are now by law, or may 
be prohibited by the Commissioners, or shall at any- 
time find any obstruction in the Queen’s share or free 
gap, through or over any fishing or other weir, or in 
the sluice passages appurtenant to any mill or factory 
at any time when the sluice gate of same shall be open, 
then and so often to open such passages, and remove all 
such obstructions, doing no unnecessary damage ; and 
to Seize and remove all nets and parts of nets which 
may he found so placed or used contrary to provisions 
of Act. Nothing to exempt any person "from the penal- 
ties and forfeitures prescribed by Act, in respect to any 
of tho matters aforesaid — not liable for any damage 
caused by opening such passage, or removal of nets or 
obstruction — 8 it 9 Vic., c. 108, s. 10. 



Note.— A'o poorer given 
son. — This power confined , 



i seize fish caught in Weekly Close Sea- 
Annual Close Season. — See. 20. 



LICENCES. 

30. All engines, nets, instruments, or devices what- 
soever used for the taking of salmon, trout, pollen, or 
fish of the salmon and trout kind, or for the taking of 
eels, and all fixed salmon, trout, or eel fisheries within 
any district, or on or olf the sea coast thereof, shall, 
before tho same he used iu any year, be duly licensed 
and rated, upon payment of the licence duty or rate, as 
the case may be— -11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s: 8. 

^ 31. ior amount of licence duty . — Seepages 16 and 

32. Rods used singly for takiug trout, perch, pike, or 
other fish, save and except salmon, shall not bo subject 
to any liccnco duty — 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 21. 

33. Rods used for taking white trout subject to 
licence duty. — See definition of “ white trout,” section 
1 of 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88. 

34. Penalty for using engines subject to licence duty 
without tho same being duly licensed for such year, not 
less than double, nor more than treble the licence duty 
which tho engine would for the time be subject to, aud 
forfeiture ol engine ; such engine to be sold or other- 
wise disposed of as tho magistrates shall seem fit, and 
the entire proceeds thereof shall bo added to the general 
funds of the district in which tho same shall ho used or 
erected— 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 12 : 11 & 12 Vic., c. 
92, s. 22. 

35. Persons using engines for fishing or having tho 
same erected or in fishing order, or found with the 
same in his possession in or near any fishing place, re- 
quired to produce liconco to any commissioner, conser- 
vator, inspector, or officers, or men of the navy, coast 
guard, or constabulary, or water bailiff when demanded 
—11 ik 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 29. 



MESHES OP NETS. 

36. Nets for the capture of salmon and trout to be of 
Mot less size than one and three quarter inches from 
knot to knot, measured when the net is wet — 8 & 9 
Vic., c. 108, s. 11. 

a ^ cral ‘ ons m °de will be notified at each Coast Guard 
ILLEGAL NETS. 

37. In case any officer or person authorized and em- 
powered to seize illegal nets or engines, or nets or engines 
of a legal form and size when used contrary to the pro- 



visions of Act, or any of the bye-laws to he made in 
pursuance hereof, shall seize the same, it shall and may 
,„.™ f °f to retain the same in his custody 
until the next sitting oj the Petty Sessions Court, or any 
adjournment thereof, in the district where the same 
sha be seized aud at such Petty Sessions Court it 
aad ,ua y bo lawful for the J ustices to order and 
direct the same to he forfeited, and in case the same shall 
be such as cannot be legally used under the provisions of 
Act, to order the same to he destroyed; and iu case the 
same shall be such as may he legally used according to 
the provisions of Act, that then and in such case it shall 
be lawful for such Justices to order the same to he sold 
and the money arising therefrom to be applied in the 
same manner as the penalties imposed for violation of 

the provisions of Act are directed to be applied 5 &, 6 

Vic., c. 106, s. 103. 






38. It shall not be lawful in any freshwater river or 
lake at any season of the year, to use for the purpose of 
taking fish, any otter, lyster, spear, strokehaul, dree 
draw, or gaff (except when the latter implement may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with rod and 
line, or for the purpose of removing fish from any le-ml 
weir or box by the owner or occupier thereof), under 
penalty of not less than Four Pounds, nor greater than 
fen Founds— IS & 14 Vic,, c. 88, s. 40. 



PRY. 

39. If any person shall wilfully take, sell, purchase, 
or have in his possession the spawn, smolts, or. fry of 
salmon or of trout or of eels, or in any way or by any 
device wilfully obstruct the passage of the said smolts 
or fry, or injure or disturb auy such spawn or fry, or 
any spawning bed, bank, or shallow wkero the same 
may be, such person shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding Ten Founds for each and every such offence, 
and all nets, engines, and devices used in the takim- of 
the same, or whereby any such injury shall be caused, 
shall he forfeited — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 73. 

40. The word “salmon” shall extend to and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, <fcc., and the spawn 
and fry thereof — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1. 



UNCLEAN FISH. 

41. If any person shall at any time wilfully take, 
kill, destroy, expose to sale, or have in his possession any 
red, black, foul, unclean, or unseasonable salmon or trout, 
such person shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding 
Two Pounds for every such fish so taken, killed, de- 
stroyed, exposed to sale, or in his possession : provided 
always, that if any person shall take or catch any such 
fish accidentally, and return the same immediately to the 
water without injury, such person shall not be liable to 
the penalty aforesaid — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 74. 

WEIRS, queen’s SHARE, etc. 

42. No person shall fish with rod and line or in any 
other manner, in any part of the free gap or Queen’s 
share, in any weir iu any river, or hang, fix, set or use, 
within the space of fifty yards above or below any part of 
such weir, any uet, basket, or other engine for the 
takiug of fish, or in order to deter or prevent fish from 
going up or down the same, or place any obstruction, or 
throw any gravel, clay, stones or other matter into the 
same, nor shall beat the water or place, or set any 
bridge, board, cloth or any other thing in, over or across 
the same, nor shall in auy manner prevent the free and 
uninterrupted passage of fish through the same, at all 
periods of the year : penalty for every offence, a sum 
not exceeding Thirty Pounds; proof that such person 
is the occupier or owner of such weir shall be taken as 
prima facie that such obstructions were placed by him 
— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 57. 

43. No net, instrument, or device for taking fish 
(save and except rods and lines only) shall he used 
within two hundred yards of any weir used for supply- 
ing water to mills, &c., or for navigation, either above 
or below. the same : penalty for every such offence, not 
less than Two Pounds, nor more than Ten Pounds, and 
forfeiture of net, <fcc. — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 37. 



Appendix. 

Instructions 
for Coast 
Guards, &c., 
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of, Parliament 
relating to 
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-Appendix. 44 . Where such right has been exercised in any 
Instructions Bn ®b pl ace by aDy person lawfully possessed of a several 
for Coast fishery therein, for twenty years next before passing 
Guards, &c., of Act, he shall not be subject to the penalty pro- 
vrith Extracts yided— 13 <fc 14 Vic., c. 88 , s. 37. 
from the Acts 

of Parliament fish PASSAGES, 

relating to 

Irish 45. In all dams or weirs which shall be constructed 

Fisheries. after the passing of Act, menus shall be provided for 
the free migration of salmon and other fish, at the ex- 
pense of the person forming such weir — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 
106, s. 63. 

, 46. In all dams and weirs means for migration of 

fish may he provided, .no injury being done to naviga- 
tion or power of mills. And where such means for 
migration of fish, or fish passes have been built in weirs, 
the owners or occupiers of all such mills or factories are 
required at any time during which such mill or factory 
shall not be at work, or where the water wheel or 
watercourses thereof shall not be undergoing such re- 
pairs as shall require the water above such mill to be 
run off, to stop and close up in dry seasons all other 
waste gates or overfalls, so as to direct and force the 
surplus water of such river or stream through the fish 
passage : penalty for non-observance, any sum not ex- 
ceeding Five Pounds. 

47. During the weekly close seasons the sluices, &c., 
shall at all seasons of the year be kept shut up for 
twenty -four consecutive honrs in each week, so that the 
water may be allowed to go freely through any existing 
gap or passage in such weir, &c. 

48. It shall not be lawful for any person to take, 
kill, or destroy any salmon or other fish, or hang, fix, 
use or set in such fish passages made through natural 
obstructions, mill dams, weirs, or other similar works, 
any net, basket, or other engine, or contrivance whatso- 
ever for the taking of fish, or to place any obstacle or 
contrivance of any kind soever, in or near thereto, in 
order to deter fish from freely entering or passing up 
or down through the same, at all periods of the year, 
but the fish pass shall be kept and preserved free from 
every obstruction : penalty, any sum not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 64. 

MILLS AND SLUICES. 

49. The waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls of 
the weirs of any mill or factory deriving their supply 
from rivers frequented by salmon, shall, at all seasons 
of the year when and during the time such mills or 
factories shall not be used for milling purposes, be lcept 
open, if no passage for fish be provided; cmd when such 
passage for fish shall be provided, then the sluices which 
admit the water to such mills or factories, and the waste 
sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shall be kept down or 
shut to force the icater through such passage for fish, as 
provided by 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106 ; and if the owners of 
any such mill or factory not used for milling purposes 
as aforesaid, shall omit to keep any such sluice or 
sluices, waste gates, or overfalls, shut as aforesaid, or 
open as aforesaid, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not less 
than Two Pounds, nor more than Ten Pounds, for every 
such offence : provided always, that the opening or shut- 
ting of such sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shall not 
in any way injuriously interfere with the machinery or 
water power of any mill or factory — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 
81, s. 39. 



found, and if such offence shall have been committed 
by means of shutting down or closing any gate or 
sluice which is under the exclusive power of the occu- 
pier of any mill or factory, or if such offence shall have 
been committed under such circumstances as shall ap- 
pear to the Justice or Justices before whom any com- 
plaint thereupon shall be made to afford reasonable 
grounds for believing that such offence was committed 
by some person in the employment or under the control 
of the owner or occupier of such mill or factory, or that 
it was committed with the knowledge or connivance of 
such owner or occupier, or the person in charge of such 
mill or factory, or through the default of reasonable 
precaution on the part of such owner or occupier, to 
prevent such offence, then and in every such case such 
oioner or occupier of such mill or factory shall be deemed 
and taken to be liable to and shall incur the penalty and 
forfeiture aforesaid, as if such offence had been actually 
committed by him — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 75. 

NIGHT. 

51. If any person shall, between sunset and sunrise, 
have, or use any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, 
gaff, strokeall, or other such instrument, with intent to 
take salmon or other fish in or on the bank of any lake 
or river, or if any person shall be found at any time, 
chasing, injuring, or disturbing spawning fish, or fish on the 
spawning beds, or attempting to catch fish in such 
places (except with rod and flies only, within the lawful 
period), or damming or teeming or emptying any river or 
mill race for the purpose of taking or destroying any 
salmon or trout, or the fry thereof, every person so 
offending in any of the cases aforesaid shall forfeit all 
such instruments, and shall also forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding Ten Pounds — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 78. 

POISONOUS MATTER. 

52. No person shall throw, empty, or cause to mn or 
flow into any river or lake any dye-stuff or other dele- 
terious or poisonous liquid, or shall throw into such river 
or lake any lime, spurge, or other deleterious or poisonous 
matter, or shall steep in such river or lake any flax or 
hemp ; and if any person shall so offend he shall forfeit 
and pay for every such offence any sum not exceeding 
Ten Pounds : provided always, that nothing in Act 
contained shall extend or be construed to render any 
person liable to the penalties imposed for casting into 
any river or stream any dye-stuffs or other materials 
which are not of a deleterious nature, or which are not in 
in a state poisonous to fish or other animals using the 
waters thereof— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 80. 

POISONING RIVERS. 

. Any person found on the bank of or near any 
river, with any deleterious matter in his possession, under 
such circumstances as shall satisfy the court before whom 
he may be tried that such person had employed, or was 
about to employ such deleterious matter for the capture 
or destruction of fish, the said court is empowered to 
inflict on such person a penalty not less than Five 
Pounds, nor more than Ten Pounds ; and any porson 
found taking fish from any river or lake where it shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of any Justice that such fish 
has been wilfully poisoned, shall be subject to a penalty 
of not less than Ten Shillings, nor more than Five Pounds 
— 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88 , s. 36. 



MILLS, DAMS, AND WATERCOURSES. 

50. If any person shall, at any season of the year, in 
any mill pool or mill dam, or in any works appurten- 
ant to any mill or factory, or in any of the water- 
courses leading the water to or from such mill or fac- 
tory, place, lay, set, or draw any net, grate, creel, or 
other engine, or use any means or device whatsoever, 
(save and except rod and line used subject to the pro- 
visions of Act), for the purpose of taking, destroying, 
or obstructing any salmon or other fish, or the fry 
thereof, every such person so offending shall for every 
such offence forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, and shall also forfeit such nets or other en- 
gines, and in case the person who shall have actually 
committed any such offence shall not be known or 



APPLICATION OP PENALTIES. 

54. One-tbird of every sum of money levied as a fine 
or penalty for any offence, under tbe provisions of the 
Acts (save and except penalties for non-payment of any 
such licence duty as aforesaid), shall be paid to the in- 
former or person who shall be the means of bringing to 
justice any person offending against aDy of such pro- 
visions ; and the other two-thirds shall, any thing in the 
Acts to the contrary notwithstanding, be awarded to the 
Crown ; except as regards all penalties under the 11 & 
12 Vie. c. 92, which shall be applied as directed by that 
Act: provided that only one-third of the penalty be 
paid to the prosecutor, and the other two-thirds shall 
be applied to the purposes of Act, for the district formed 
under Act in which such offence shall have been com- 
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mittcd. One-third of penalties to go to informer or 
prosecutor, and two-thirds to conservators of district — 
21 & 22 Tic., c. 100, s. 28 ; 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 35 : 
14 & 15 Vic., c. 90, s. 13. 

55. Minimum of PENALTIES in certain cases men- 
tioned in 36th section, 5 & 6 Vic. c. 106 — 11 & 12 Vic., 
•c. 92, s. 42. 

WHITE TROUT. 

56. The word “ Salmon” shall extend to and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlots, par, and all other fish of 
the salmon kind, and tlio spawn and fry thereof — 13 & 
14 Vic., o. 88, s. 1 . 



C ro . m «% e ^ me ^ ie commission of such offence Appendix. 

5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 98. 

Instructions 

SUMMONS. for Coast 

58. To be served personally, or left at or on board I s ’ 

the vessel, or posted on the known residence of the per- C the Acte 
eon for whom intended— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94. of Parliament 

relating to 

COMPLAINTS. Irish 

59. All offences against Act, or any bye-law, &c., may Eishenes ' 
be determined in a summary way by one or more Jus- 
tice, on the complaint, verbal or otherwise, of any verson 

— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94. 



LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 

57. No person shall be convicted of any offence com- 
mitted against the provisions of Act, unless tlio prose- 
cution shall bo commenced within six calendar months 



BYE-LAWS. 

60. Copies of bye-laws obtained from the office of 
Clerk of Peace, or Clerk of Petty Sessions, are legal 
evidence of the existence of such bye-law — 5 & 6 Vic. 
c. 106, s. 93. 



SUBJECT. 

Angling, . . 

Annual Claw Season, . 

Arrest of Offenders, 

Assaulting Ollloer, &c., 

Ballast 

Buying Fisli iu Close Season, 
Bye-Laws, 

Close Season, Annual. 

Do. Buying, Selling, o 

lioasosslon 

Do. Removal of 1 

Do. Weekly, . 
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Appendix, No. 15. 

Instructions for Water Bailiffs, with Extracts from the Acts of Parliament, relating to Irish Instructions 
Fisheries, compiled by T. F. Brady, Fishery Department, Office of Public Works. Bailiffs, with 

ness, improper conduct, or laxity of duty, cannot he ^Acts of 
excused. . Parliament 

The sections now printed are those which call for the relating to 
special attention of TVater Bailiffs, hut there are many Irish _ 
others contained in the Fishery Acta with which they -Phenes, 
should make themselves familiar. 

Particular attention should be paid to the enforce- 
ment of a strict observance of the Close Season, both 
annual and weekly, amongst all classes of fishermen, and 
with every description of fishing engine. 

Note.— I n case of seizure of any net or engine by any person duly 
authorized to seize the same, care should be token that it be brought 
before the Magistrates at the next sitting of the Petty Sessions 
Court, as directed by the 103rd section of the 5th & 6th V 10 . cap. 106. 

No power to seize boats. 

E 2 



5 & 6 Vic. c. 106 ; 7 & 8 Vic. c. 108 ; 8 & 9 Via c. 

108; 9 & 10 Vic. c. 114; 11 & 12 Vic. c. 92 ; and 

13 & 14 Vic. c. 88. 

Tre following extracts from the Acts of Parliament in 
force in Ireland, for the regulation and protection of the 
fisheries, are published with a view to the guidance of 
Water Bailiffs, in tho discharge of their duties, and 
pointing out the particular powers they possess under 
the statutes, which, being extensive, should at all times 
be carried out with the utmost civility and respectful 
demeanour — at the same time a strict and faithful dis- 
charge of their duties will be required ; and any remiss- 
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Appendix. water bailiffs’ powers. 

Instructions 1. It shall be lawful for the Board of Conservators for 
forWater- each district to appoint as many Inspectors and Water 
Extracts from as ma y ' )e necessary for the protection of the fish- 

the Acts of er ’ es > n the district, and for generally enforcing the Fish- 
Parliament ery Laws within the same. — 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 19. 
relating to 

Irish 2. The appointment of a Water Bailiff under the 1 1th & 12th Vic. e. 

Eisheries. *’>' a Board of Conservators, is not subject to Stamp Duty, nor does 

it require the approval of the Justices at Betty Sessions, as in the case 
of appo'mtmeuts under the 5th & Cth Vic. c. "106. — 11 & 12 Yic.,c. 92, 
s. 36. 

3. By the 82nd section of the 5th 8s 6th Vic. c. 106, proprietors of 
fisheries, in certain cases, are empowered to appoint Water Bailiffs, and 
such appointment must l>e confirmed by two or more Justices, at Ses- 
sions, and must be on a Five Shilling Stamp, under the 1 3th section of 
8tli & 9th Vic., c. 108. 

4. Such Inspectors and Water Bailiffs as shall he ap- 
pointed under the provisions of Act shall have, for the 
enforcement of Acts, the powers of Constables, and all 
the powers and authorities conferred on Water Bailiffs, 
or officers, or men of the Constabulary force, or Coast 
Guard, or Navy, under recited Acts or any of them — 
1 1 & 12 Vic-, c. 92, s, 34. 

5. Every Water Bailiff shall be empowered to exer- 
cise the powers and authorities of a Constable for the en- 
forcement of the provisions of Act, and shall be at liberty, 
at all times and seasons, without any let or hindrance 
whatsoever, to enter into and pass through or along the 
banks or borders of any lakes or rivers frequented by salmon 
or trout, or of the tributaries thereof, for the protection of 
the fisheries whereof he shall be so appointed, and with 
boats or otherwise to enter upon all and every such lakes 
or rivers, and to enter upon and examine all weirs, sluices, 
mill dams, mill races, and watercourses communicating 
therewith, and to pass along the same, and to enter any 
boat or boats engaged in fishing, and to examine all 
standing, floating, or other nets whatsoever, and to seize 
all illegal nets, engines, instruments, and devices whaUoever, 
and all and every other nets, engines, and instrumen's 
whatsoever, when used illegal 1 y, and to do all such other 
acts and things as lie shall be required to do, and the 
production of his certificate of appointment shall be 
sufficient warrant for such Water Bailiff so acting in 
any of the cases aforesaid : provided always, that nothing 
shall be construed to authorize any such Water Bailiff 
to enter any garden enclosed with a wall or paling, or 
any dwelling-house or the curtilage thereof (except 
where the ordinary road or passage to any weir, dam, 
or dike shall be through any such garden or curtilage 
as aforesaid), save when thereunto authorized by the 
warrant of a Justice of the Peace, as hereinafter pro- 
vided — 5 & C Vic., c. IOC, s. 84. 

6. It shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace, 
upon an information on oath that there is probable cause 
to suspect any breach of the provisions of this Act to be 
committed within any of the before excepted grounds and 
premises, by warrant under his hand and seal, to au- 
thorize and empower by name any Water Bailiff' to enter 
the said excepted premises for the purpose of detecting 
such offence, at such time or times, in the day or night, 
as in such warrant may be mentioned ; provided that 
no such warrant shall continue in force for more than 
one week from the date thereof— 5 & G Vic., c. 106, s. 85. 

7 . V lien any person shall be found at sea, or on rivers, 
lakes, or other waters, or on land, offending against any 
of the provisions of Act, by the use of any illegal net, 
engine, or device whatsoever for the taking of'fish, or 
by the use of any net, engine, or device prohibited at 
such time, or in any other manner, it shall be lawful for 
any officer or person hereinbefore empowered to enforce 
the provisions of Act, or for any person interested in the 
fishery in which such illegal act may be committed, to 
require the person so found offending forthwith to desist 
from such offence, and also to tell his Christian name 
surname, and place of abode ; and in case such person 
shall, after being so required, refuse to tell his real name 
or place of abode, or shall give such a general description 
of his place of abode as shall be illusory, for the purpose 
uf. discovery, or shall wilfully continue such of mice, it 
shall be lawful for the officer or person so requiring as 
aforesaid, and also for any person acting by his order 
and in his aid, to apprehend such offender, and to convey 
him, or cause him to be conveyed, as soon as conveniently 



may he, before a Justice of the Peace, to be dealt witlr 
according to law : provided always, that no person so- 
apprehended shall, on any pretence whatsoever, he de- 
tained for a longer period than twenty-four hours from 
the time of his apprehension before he shall be brought 
before some J ustice of the Peace ; and that if he can- 
not, on account of the absence or distance of the residence- 
of any such Justice of the Peace, or owing to any other 
reasonable cause, be brought before a Justice of the 
Peace within such twelve hours as aforesaid, then the 
person so apprehended shall be discharged, but may, 
nevertheless, be proceeded against for his offence by 
summons or warrant, as if no such apprehension had 
taken place — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 87. 

S. Where any persons, to the number of three or more 
together, shall be found by any Water Bailiff or peace 
officer, by violence, intimidation, or menace, impeding 
or obstructing, or attempting to impede or obstruct, any 
other person or persons in the lawful prosecution of any 
fishery, it shall be lawful for such Water Bailiff’ or peace 
officer so requiring, and also for any person acting by 
his order or in his aid, to apprehend such offenders, and 
to convey them before a Justice of Peace, to be dealt 
with according to law ; and every person so offending 
by such violence, intimidation, or menace as aforesaid, 
and every person then and there aiding or abetting such 
offender, shall, upon being convicted thereof, forfeit and 
pay for every such offence such penalty, not exceeding 
Twenty Pounds, as to the convicting Justice shall seem 
meet, together with the costs of the conviction, which snid 
penalty shall he in addition to and independent of any 
other penalty to which any such person may be liable- 
for any other offence against Act — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 88 

ASSAULTING OR RESISTING. 

9. If any person shall assault, resist, or obstruct any 
Water Bailiff' in the execution of any of the powers con- 
ferred on him by Act, or by any rule, order, or bye-law 
to be made in pursuance of Act, every person so offend- 
ing shall for every such offence forfeit and pay any sun* 
not exceeding Ten Pounds— 5 & 6 Vic., o. 106, s.*90. 

CLOSE SEASONS. 

10. For Annual Close Seasons in the different Districts 

in Ireland, see Appendix. 

11. Any person taking or fishing for, or aiding or 
assisting in taking or fishing for salmon or trout during 
the close season, is liable to a penalty of any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for every such offence, and for- 
feiture of fish and engine by which the same may have 
been taken. And any person buying, selling, or exposing' 
for sale, or having in his possession any salmon or trout, 
or any part thereof, so caught in the close time, shall 
forfeit such fish and a sum not exceeding. Two Pounds 
for each fish ; and having in possession shall be prima 
facie evidence of the fish having been caught in close 
season. And any person using nets or other modes of 
catching fish in any weir, shall be liable to a penalty of 
Ten Pounds, and forfeiture of such net, etc., and proof 
that such person is the occupier of weir shall ho prima. 
facie evidence that such nets were set by him. And any 
person dredging for, taking, catching, or destroying, hav- 
ing in leis possession, selling, or buying any oysters, or 
oyster brood, during the close season for oysters, shall 
forfeit such oysters, and pay a sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds.— Minimum of penalties in any of the foregoing 
cases, Ten Shillings— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 36 ; 13 & 14 
v ic., c. 88, s. 35 j 11 it 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 42. 

. A n y person in whose possession any part or por- 
tion of a salmon or trout shall be found or exposed for 
sale during (he close season shall be in the like cases sub- 
ject to like penalties and forfeitures ; and all persons 
empowered to enforce the provisions of Act shall be and. 
are empowered to seize all such salmon or trout, or any 
such portion thereof as aforesaid, when so found in pos- 
session of any person, or exposed for sale during the 
close season— 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 35. 

13. During the close season for salmon every occupier 
or farmer of any fishery shall remove and carry away, 
or cause to be removed trtid carried away, from such 
fishery, and the weirs, dikes, and dams connected there- 
with, and from the river or stream in which such weirs-. 
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dikes, or dams are placed, and from the landing places 
adjoining thereto, all and every engine, spear, hand net, 
or other net, inscale, hecks, and rails of all craives, 
boxes, or cribs used for the purpose of taking or killing 
salmon, and the tops of such cruives, boxes, or cribs, and 
all planks and temporary engines and fixtures used and 
required for the fishing of the same; and that all and 
every obstruction to the free passage of the fish in and 
through each and every such cruive, crib, or box be 
wholly removed and carried away within thirty-six hours 
after the expiration of the open season, and shall not be 
again placed or allowed to bo placed or to remain therein 
until within thiity-six hours of the commencement of such 
open season; and in case any such occupier or farmer 
shall omit or neglect so to remove all and every such 
net, engine, or other tackle, and every contrivance or 
obstruction as aforesaid, ho shall forfeit all such nets, 
engines, or other tackle or contrivance as aforesaid, and 
shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding Fifty Pounds, and shall also for every day 
during which he shall suffer such obstacles and other 
things to remain and be unremoved beyond the period 
prescribed by Act, pay a sum not exceeding Five 
Pounds: Provided always, that nothing shall be con- 
strued to render liable to any penalty any person who 
shall be prevented by floods, storm, or stress of weather 
from removing any such net, engine, or tackle during 
the continuation of such prevention ; and provided also, 
that the proprietor or farmer of any salmon weir, now 
legally entitled by patent, charter, or otherwise, to a 
right of fishing for cels in such woir, and who has ex- 
ercised such right previous to the passing of Act, shall 
not be liable to any penalty on account of his placing, 
hanging, or using coghill or eel nets or baskets in the 
eyes or gaps of such weir, if such coghill or eel nets 
or baskets be only used in conformity with the provi- 
sions of Act, and be only hung in four-fifths in number 
of the eyes or gaps of such weir, and the other one-fifth 
of such eyes or gaps, in addition to the Queen’s or free 
pass, be kept open and unobstructed for the free pass- 
age of all kinds of fish; and provided also, that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to exempt such pro- 
prietor or farmer from liability to the penalties by Act 
directed in case any salmon or trout shall be killed, 
taken, or caught in such weir during close season, or in 
case he shall not keep open and unobstructed, according 
to the provisions of Act, one -fifth iu number, as afore- 
said, of the eyes or gaps of the said weir — 5 & 6 Yic., 
c. 106, s. 37. 

14. During the close season for salmon every proprie- 
tor, lessee, or other person who shall be engaged in fish- 
ing for salmon by means of fixed engines, shall remove 
and carry away, or cause to be removed and carried 
away, from the poles or fixtures to which they shall be 
attached, all stake nets, bag nets, sole nets, fly nets, or 
other devices or engines used for the purpose of taking 
salmon, except whero such nets, devices, or engines 
shall be formed of wood, iron, copper, or other rigid 
substance, in which case a clear opening of four feet in 
width shall be made and maintained in and completely 
through the pouches, traps, or chambers of all such nets, 
devices, or engines from the top to the bottom of such 
pouches, traps, or chambers, and in the eyes of flood and 
ebb weirs, commonly called head weirs, so as to allow 
the free passage of salmon and other fish through the 
same, and effectually to prevent the catching or taking 
of any fish therein ; and in case any such person shall 
omit or neglect to remove or carry away all such nets and 
engines, or, as the case may be, to make and maintain 
free from all obstruction such openings as aforesaid, 
during the times aforesaid, he shall forfeit all such nets 
or engines, and shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 
Fifty Pounds, and shall also for every day during which 
such nets or engines shall remain and be unremoved be- 
yond the period prescribed by Act, forfeit and pay a 
sum not exceeding Five Pounds: Provided always, that 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to render 
liable to any penalty any person who shall be prevented 
by storm or stress of weather from removing such nets or 
engines, or making such openings as aforesaid, during the 
continuance of such prevention. Savingfor weirs licensed 
by Commissioners to catch white sea fish — 5 & 6 Yic., 
c. 10(1, ss. 38. 39. 



1 5. Every proprietor, lessee, or other person who shall Appendix. 

be engaged in fishing for salmon by means of nets of any — ; 

kind, shall remove and carry them away during the c !' ons 
yearly close season under apenalty of not less than Two Bailiffs with 
Pounds and forfeiture of nets— 13 & 14 Vic., e, 88, s. 34. Extracts from 

the Acts of 

WEEKLY CLOSE TIME. Parliament 

16. “Weekly close time in inland lakes and rivers, Irish t0 
between six of the clock on Saturday evening, and six Fisheries, 
of the clock on Monday morning. In the sea or estua- 
ries, or tideways, between the low water next in point 

of time, before six of the clock on Saturday night, and 
the low water next in point of time before six of the 
clock on Monday morning”— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 40 ; 

13 A- 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 38. 

17. “ Ail fishing of every description ( with rod and line 
only exempted) ’prohibited during weekly close season; 

Queen's share to be opened in all fixed nets, Ac., and 
leaders of all nets to be removed." 

18. In tideway from the low water next iu point of 
time before six of the clock on Saturday night, and the 
low water next in point of time before six of the clock 
on Monday morning, and during such time in each stake, 
flood, ebb, or head weir and stake net a clear opening 
of at least four feet in width shall be made, and kept 
from obstruction in the pouches, traps, chambers, or eyes 
of the same from bottom to top, so as effectually to allow 
of the free passage of salmon and other fish, and the 
netting of the leader of every bag, fly, sole, or other fixed 
net shall be raised and kept out of the water, and that in 
all rivers, lakes, and tideways, all other nets and baskets 
whatsoever, except those used for the taking of eels, 
shall be wholly removed and taken out of the water for 
the space of time above-mentioned ; and the inscales, or 
gates, and rails, or framework of all such cribs, boxes, 
or cruives for the catching of salmon, &c., shall be re- 
moved out of, or opened in each such crib, &c., in every 
salmon or other weir wherein salmon may be caught, in 
such a manner that a clear opening of not less than four 
feet in width from the bottom to the top shall be left 
therein, and a free, direct, and uninterrupted spaccof said 
width shall be effectually secured for the passage of fish 
of all kinds, both up and down through such cribs, Ac. 

—5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 40. 

19. Penalty for non-observance, or for using any 
means or device to prevent the free passage, or frighten- 
ing or searing, or attempting to frighten or scare any 
salmon from passing, or taking any salmon during the 
time specified, not less than Ten Pounds, and not ex- 
ceeding Fifty Pounds: Provided snch person shall not 
be prevented by floods, storm, or stress of weather from 
removing such leaders, or making such openings— 

13 A 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 46. 

20. During the weekly close season the sluices which 
admit the water to the wheels of all mills or factories 
shall at all seasons of the year be kept shut for twenty- 
four consecutive liours in each week, between six o clock 
on Saturday afternoon and six o’clock on Monday morn- 
ing, so that the water may be allowed to flow freely 
through any existing gap in such weir, or any fish pass- 
age formed therein, or where no gap or fish pass through 
the waste gate on the up-stream side of the wheel 
sluices of such mill, Ac — See 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, sec. 39. 

-5 A 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 63. 

21. It shall be lawful for Constabulary and Coast 
Guards, and any person acting under authority of the 
Commissioners, when and as often as they or any of them 
shall, in any fishing weir, net, or contrivance, during 
the weekly or other close season, find any passage shut, 
closed, or obstructed, or during such close time m any 
place find any net or other contrivance placed or used 
where the same are now by law, or may be prohibited 
by the Commissioners, or shall at any time find any ob- 
struction in the Queen’s share or free gap, through or 
over any fishing or other weir or m the sluice passages 
appurtenant to any mill or factory a any time when 
thd sluice gate of same shall be open, then and so often 
to open snch passages, and remove all such obstructions, 
doing no unnecessary damage ; and to seize and remove 
all nets and parts of nets which may be found so placed 
or used contrary to provisions of Act. both mg to ex- 
empt any person from the penalties and forfeitures pre- 
scribed bv Act. in resnect to any of the matters afore- 
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Appendix, said — cot liable for any damage caused by opening sueb 
Instructions or removal of nets or obstruction— 8 & 9 Vic., 

for Water in ’vr 

Bailiffs, with 22. No stake weir, stake net, or any leader, outrigger, 
Extracts from or other work of any kind shall be placed or erected, or 
^arUarn 3 nt su ^ ere ^ to remain in such a manner as that it shall ex- 
relatin** to ten ^ to a greater distance than from high water to low 
Irish ° water mark of spring tides, save and except in the case 
Fisheries. of ebb and flood weirs, commonly called head weirs, not 
fished by means of a fixed net ; nor shall any such weir 
be so constructed as to be capable of taking young or 
nnsizeable fish ; and the nets made use of in the forma- 
tion and construction of such stake nets, and of the 
leaders of all bag or other fixed nets, shall be extended 
evenly in such a manner that the meshes shall be 
stretched to their full opening ; — and all lay nets shall 
be so placed and erected as that the netting of the leaders 
can be raised and kept out of water, and that clear open- 
ings can be made in all stalce nets, dec. — Penalty not ex- 
ceeding Ten Pounds — 5 & G Yic., c. 10G, s. 2G. 



LICENCES. 

23. All engines, nets, instruments, or devices what- 
soever used for the taking of salmon, trout, pollen, or 
fish of the salmon and trout kind, or for the taking of 
eels, and all fixed salmon, trout, or eel fisheries within 
any district, or on or off the sea coast thereof, shall, 
before the same be used in any year, be duly licenced 
and rated, upon payment of the licence duty or rate, as 
the case may be. For amount of licence duty, see 
Appendix — 11 i 12 Vic., c. 92, s. S. 

24. Rods used singly for taking trout, porch, pike, 
or other fish, save and except salmon, shall not be sub- 
ject to any licence duty — 11 & 12 Vic., c. 93, s. 21. 

25. Rods used for taking white trout subject to licence 
duty — See definition of “ White Trout,” section 1 of 
13 & 14 Vic. c. SS. 

20. Penalty for using engines subject to licence duty 
without the same being duly licensed for such year, not 
less than double, nor more than treble the licence duty 
which the engine would for the time be subject to, and 
forfeiture of engine ; such engine to be sold or otherwise 
disposed of as the magistrates shall seem fit, and the 
entire proceeds thereof shall be added to the general 
funds of the district in which the same shall be used or 
erected— See 35—13 & 14 Vic., c. 8S, s. 12 ; 11 & 12 
Vic., c. 92, s. 22. 

27. Persons using engines for fishing, or having the 
same erected or in fishing order, or found with the same 
in his possession in or near any fishing place , required to 
produce licence to any Commissioner, Conservator, In- 
spector, or officers or men of the Navy, Coast Guard, or 
Constabulary, or Water Bailiff, when demanded— 
11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 29. 



MESHES OP NETS. 

28. Nets for the capture of salmon and trout to be of 
not less size than one and three-quarter inches from 
knot to knot, measured when the net is wet— 8 & 9 Vic. 
c. 10S, s. 11. ’’ 

Note — Commissioners of Fisheries are empowered to 
alter the sue of meshes of nets by any bye-law. 



ILLEGAL NETS. 

29. In case any officer or person hereby authorized 
and empowered to seize illegal nets or engines, or net: 
or engines of a legal form and size when used contrari 
to the provisions of Act, or any of the bye-laws to be made 
m pursuance of Act, shall seize the same, it shall and 
may be lawful for him to retain the same in his ciwtodi 
until the next silting of the Petty Sessions Court, or any 
ad,ournment thereof, in the district where the same 
shall be seized, and at such Petty Sessions Court it shal] 
and may be lawful for the Justices to order and direcl 
the same to be forfeited, and in case the same shall be 
Eueh as eannot be legally used under the provisions o: 
Act, to order the same to be destroyed, and in case the 
same shall be such as may be legally used according tc 
the provisions of this Act, that then and in such case il 
£ha 1 be lawful for such Justices to order the same to bt 
sold, and the money arising therefrom to be applied in 
the same manner as the penalties imposed for violation 



of the provisions of Act are directed to be applied — 
5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 108. 



INLAND BTVEBS. 

30. In the inland and freshwater portions of rivers 
and lakes in Ireland, no person, save the owner of a se- 
veral fishery within the limits thereof, shall, at any period 
of the year, lay, draw, make use of, or fish with haul, 
draft, seine, or other net for the taking of salmon or trout, 
unless in cases where a general public right of fishing 
for salmon with such nets, in the nature of a common 
piscary, has been enjoyed for a space of twenty years 
next before tlie passing of Act ; and if any person shall 
offend contrary hereto, such person so offending shall 
forfeit all such nets so used, and shall also forfeit and 
pay a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106 
s. 65. 

SEVERAL FISHERY. 

31. If any person or persons not being authorized by 
the owner, lessee, or occupier of a several fishery, shall 
enter into or upon such several fishery for the purpose 
or under the pretence of killing fish therein, or taking 
fish therefrom, or shall kill fish therein, or take fish 
therefrom, he or they shall for every such offence forfeit 
and pay a sum not less than Ten Shillings, nor more than 
Five Pounds, the same to he recoverable in a summary 
way before a Justice or Justices— 11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, 
s. 41. 

32. The words “Several” Fisheries shall mean and 
include all fisheries lawfully possessed and enjoyed as 
such under any title whatsoever, being a good and valid 
title at law, exclusively of the public, by any person or 
persons, whether in navigable waters or in waters not 
navigable, and whether the soil covered by such waters 
be vested in such person or persons, or in any other 
person or persons — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1. 

SPEAKS, &C. 

33. It shall not be lawful in any fresh water river or 
lake, at any season of the year, to use for the purpose 
of taking fish any otter, lyster, spear, strokehaul, dree 
draw, or gaff (except when the latter implement may 
be used solely as auxiliary to angling with rod and line, 
or for the purpose of removing fish from any le"al weir 
or box by the owner or occupier thereof), under penalty 
of not less than Four Pounds, nor greater than Ten 
Pounds— 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 40. 



34. If any person shall wilfully take, sell, purchase, 
or have m his possession the spawn, smolts, or fry of 
salmon or of trout, or of eels, or in any way or by any 
device wilfully obstruct the passage of the said smolts 
or try, or injure or disturb any such spawn or fry or 
any spawning bed, bank, or shallow where the same 
may be, such person shall forfeit and pay a sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds for each and every such offence; 
and all nets, engines, and devices used in the taking of 
the same, or whereby any such injury shall be caused, 
shall be forfeited— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 73. 

35. The word “Salmon” shall extend to and include 

grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, *o., and the spawn 
and fry thereof— 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 1. 1 

TOOLE AN PISH. 

36. If any person shall at any time wilfully take kill 
destroy, expose to sale, or have in his possession any red, 
olack, J out, unclean, or unseasonable salmon or trout, such 
person shall forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Two 
Founds for every such fish so taken, killed, destroyed, 
exposed to sale, or in his possession; provided always 
that if any person shall take or catch any such fish 
accidentally, and return the same immediately to the 
water without injury, such person shall not be liable to 
the penalty aforesaid — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 74. 

WEIBS, queen’s SHAKE, &0. 

37. No person shall fish with rod and line, or in any 
other manner, in any part of the free gap or Queen’s 
share many weir m any river, or hang, fix, set, or use, 
witlnn the space of fifty yards above or below any part of 
such weir, any net, basket, or other engine for the taking 
of fish, or in order to deter or prevent fish from going 
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up or down the same, or place any obstruction, or throw 
any gravel, clay, stones, or other matter into the same, 
nor shall beat the water or place, or set any bridge, 
board, cloth, or any other thing in, over, or across the 
same, nor shall in any manner prevent the free and unin- 
terrupted passage of fish through the same, at all periods 
of the year : penalty for every offence, a sum not exceed- 
ing Thirty Pounds ; proof that such person is the occu- 
pier or owner of such weir shall be taken as prima facie 
that such obstructions were placed by him — 5 & 6 Vic., 
c. 106, s. 57. 

38. No net, instrument, or device for taking fish 
(save and except rods and lines only) shall be used 
within two hundred yards of any weir used for supply- 
ing water to mills, &c., or for navigation either above 
or below the same. Penalty for every such offence not 
less than Two Pounds, nor more than Ten Pounds, and 
forfeiture of net, &c. — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 37. 

39. Where such right has been exercised in any such 
place by any person lawfully possessed of a several 
fishery therein, for twenty years next before passing of 
Act, he shall not be subject to the penalty provided. 

Fisn passages. 

40. In all dams or weirs which shall be constructed 
after the passing of Act, means shall bo provided for 
the free migration of salmon and other fish at all periods 
of the year, and at the expense of person forming such 
weir, &c., and in such manner as the Commissioners 
shall approve — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 63. 

41. In all dams or weirs means for migration of fish 
may be provided, no injury being done to navigation or 
power of mills. And where such means for migration 
of fish, or fish passes have been built in weirs, the owners 
or occupiers of all such mills or factories are required 
at any time during which such mill or factory shall not 
be at work, or where the water wheel or watercourses 
thereof shall not be undergoing such repairs as shall re- 
quire the water above such mill to be run off, to stop 
and close up in dry seasons all other waste gates or over- 
falls, so as to direct and force the surplus water of such 
river or stream through the fish passage. Penalty for 
non-observance, any sum not exceeding Five Pounds. 

42. During the weekly close seasons the sluices, &c., 
shall at all seasons of the year be kept shut up for 
twenty-four consecutive hours in each week, so that the 
water may be allowed to go freely through any existing 
gap or passage in such weir, &c. 

43. It shall not be lawful for any person to take, kill, 
or destro /any salmon or other fish, or hang, fix, use, or 
set in such fish passages made through natural obstruc- 
tions, mill dams, weirs, or other similar works, any net, 
basket, or other engine, or contrivance whatsoever for 
the taking of fish, or to place any obstacle or contrivance 
of any kind soever, in or near thereto, in order to deter 
fish from freoly entoring or passing up and down through 
the same, at all periods of the year, but the fish pass 
shall be kept and preserved free from every obstruction. 
Penalty, any sum not exceeding Twenty Pounds. — 5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 64. 

MILES AND SLUICES. 

44. The waste sluices, waste gates, or overfalls of the 
v ."irs of any mill or factory deriving their supply from 
rivers frequented by salmon, shall, at all seasons of the 
year when and during the time such mills or factories 
shall not be used for milling purposes, be kept open if no 
passage for fish be provided ; and when such passage for 
fish shall be provided, then the sluices which admit the 
water to such mills or factories, and the waste sluices, 
waste gates, or overfalls shall be kept down or shut to 
force the water through such passage for fish, as provided 
by 5 and 6 Vic., c. 106 ; and if the owners of any such 
mill or factory not used, for milling purposes as afore- 
said, shall omit to keep any such sluice or sluices, waste 
gates, or overfalls shut as aforesaid, or open as aforesaid, 
he shall forfeit and pay a sum not less than Two Pounds, 
nor more than Ten Pounds for every such offence ; Pro- 
vided always, that the opening or shutting of such 
sluices, waste gates, or overfalls shall not in any way 
injuriously interfere with the machinery or waterpower 
of any mill or factory — 13 & 14 Vic., c. 81, s. 39. 



MILLS, DAMS, AND WATERCOURSES. APPENDIX. 

45. If any person shall, at any season of the year, in Instructions 

any mill pool or mill dam, or in any works appurtenant for Water 
to any mill or factory, or in any of the watercourses vjth 

leading tbe water to or from such mill or factory, place, th^Acts of™ 
lay, set, or draw any net, grate, creel, or other engine, Parliament 
or use any means or device whatsoever (save and ex- relating to 
cept rod and line used subject to the provisions of Act) J”®* 1 . 

for the purpose of taking, destroying, or obstructing any Fislieries - 
salmon or other fish, or the fry thereof, every such per- 
son so oflendmg shall for every such offence forfeit and 
pa,y a sum not exceeding Ten Pounds, and shall also for- 
feit sucli nets or other engines ; and in case the person 
who shall have actually committed any such offence 
shall not he known or found, and if such offence shall 
have been committed by means of shutting down or 
closing any gate or sluice which is under the exclusive 
power of the occupier of any mill or factory, or if such 
offence shall have been committed under such circum- 
stances as shall appear to the Justice or Justices before 
whom any complaint thereupon shall be made to afford 
reasonable grounds for believing that such offence was 
committed by some person in the employment or under 
the control of the owner or occupier of such mill or fac- 
tory, or that it was committed with the knowledge or 
connivance of such owner or occupier, or the person in 
charge of such mill or factory, or through the default of 
reasonable precaution on the part of such owner or occu- 
pier to prevent such offence, then an din every such case 
such oivner or occupier of such miU or factory shall be 
deemed and taken to be liable to and shall incur the penalty 
and forfeiture aforesaid, as if such offence had been 
actually committed by him— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 75. 

NIGHT. 

46. If any person shall, between sunset and sunrise 
have, or use any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, 
gaff, sti-okeall, or other such instrument, with intent to 
take salmon or other fish in or on the banks of any lake 
or river , or if any person shall be found at any time 
chasing, injuring, or disturbing spawning fish, or fish on 
the spawning hods, or attempting to catch fish in such 
places (except with rod and flies only, within the lawful 
period), or damming, or teeming, or emptying any river 
err mill race for the purpose of taking or destroying any 
salmon or trout, or the fry thereof, every person so 
offending in any of the cases aforesaid shall forfeit all 
such instruments, and shall also forfeit and pay any sum 
not exceeding Ten Pounds— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 78. 

POISONOUS MATTER. 

47. No person shall throw, empty, or cause to run 
or flow into any river or lake any dye-stuff or other 
deleterious or poisonous liquid, or shall throw into such 
river or lako any lime, spurge, or other deleterious or 
poisonous matter, or shall steep iu such river or lake 
any flax or hemp, and if any person shall so offend he 
shall forfeit and pay for every such offence any sum not 
exceeding Ten Pounds ; Provided always, that nothing 
in Act contained shall extend or he construed to render 
any person liable to the penalties hereby imposed for 
casting into any river or streams any dye-stuffs or other 
materials which are not of a deleterious nature, or which 
are not in a state poisonous to fish or other animals using 
the waters thereof — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 80. 

POISONING RIVERS. 

48. Any person found on the bank of or near any 
river with any deleterious matter in his possession, under 
such circumstances as shall satisfy the Court before whom 
he may be tried that such person had employed or was 
about to employ such deleterious matter for the capture or 
destruction of fish, the said Court is empowered to inflict 
on such person a penalty not less than Five Pounds 
nor more than Ten Pounds; and any person found tak- 
ing fish from any river or lake where it shall be proved 
to the satisfaction of any Justice that such fish have 
been wilfully poisoned, shall he subject to a penalty of 
not less than Ten Shillings, nor more than Five Pounds— 

13 & 14 Vic., c. 88, s. 36. 
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Appendix. 



ENTERING LANDS. 



Instructions 49. If any person or persons shall enter upon any 
*° r .]^ ter . lands or premises for the purpose or under the pretence 
Extracts'from ® S *‘‘ D S or an gl' n g ip any lake, river, stream, pond, or 
the Act of trater, without authority in writing from the proprietor 
Parliament or occupier of such lands or premises, every such person 
relating to shall forfeit and pay a sum wot exceeding the sum of Two 
Fisheries. Pounds iot every such offence— 5 & 6 Vic.,c. 106, s. 71. 



APPLICATION OF PENALTIES. 

50. One-third of every sum of money levied as a fine 
or penalty for any offence under the provisions of the 
Acts (save and except penalties for non-payment of any 
such licence duty as aforesaid', shall be paid to the in- 
former or person who shall be the means of bringing to 
justice any person offending against auy of such pro- 
visions; and the other two-thirds shall, anything in 
any Acts to the contrary notwithstanding, be applied to 
the purposes of Act, for the district formed uuder Act in 
which such offence shall have been committed. One- 
third of penalty to go to prosecutor, and two-thirds to 
conservators of district— 21 & 22 Vic., c. 100, s. 28 : 
11 & 12 Vic., c. 92, s. 35. 

51. Minimum of PENALTIES in certain cases men- 
tioned in 36 ih section of the 5th and 6th Vic., c. 106. 
See 11 and 12 Vic., c. 92, sec. 42. 



WHITE TKOUT. 

52. The word “salmon” shall extend to, and include 
grilse, peal, sea trout, samlets, par, and all other fish of 
the salmon kind, and the spawn and fry thereof — 
13 & 14 Vic., c. S8, s. 1. 



LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 

53. No person shall be convicted of any offence com- 
mitted against the provisions of Act, unless the prose- 
cution shall be commenced within six calendar months 
from the time of the commission of such offence— 5 & 6 
Vic., c. 106, s. 98. 

8UMMON8. 

54. To be served personally, or left at or on board 



the vessel, or posted on the known residence of the per- 
son for whom intended— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94. 

COMPLAINTS. 

55. All offences against Act, or any bye-law, &c., may 
be determined on in a summary way by one or more 
Justice on the complaint, ver&a/ or otherwise, of any person 
— 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, s. 94. 

BTE-LAWS. 

56. Copies of bye-laws obtained from the officeof Clerk 
of Peace, or Clerk of Petty Sessions, are legal evidences 
of the existence of such bye-law — 5 & 6 Vic., c. 1 06, s. 93. 

POLLEN. 

57. Close season for pollen same as that fixed for 
trout or salmon. 



Warrant for Water Bailiff of Fisheries. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, beinw three 
of the Conservators acting in and for the District of 
under the provisions of an Act passed in 
the 11th <& 12th years of the reign of her present Ma- 
jesty Qneen Victoria, intituled, “An Act for the Pro- 
tection and Improvement of Salmon Trout, and other 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland,” do hereby, in pursuance of 
the powers and authorities in us. by said Act vested, 
nominate and appoint 

a Water Bailiff for the protection of the Fisheries in said 
District, and for generally enforcing tho Fishery Laws 
within the same. 

And the said is hereby authorized 

to do all lawful acts and the several Acts therein recited 
or referred to. 

Board Room, day of 1S5 



Conservators. 



To all whom it may concern. 



Annual Close Season, See Close & 
Arrest of OiVencers, . 

Assaulting Officer, See., 

Buying Fisli in Close Season, 



Weekly,. 



Complaint 
Coast Guards, 

Conservators, 

Constabulary, 

Damming Rivers, 

Definition of Terms, . 

Dree Draw, . 

Eels and Eel Weh-3, . 

Do. Disposal of, S . 
Evidence, . 

Entering Lands, . 

Factories, . 

Fire on Banks of Biver 
Fixed Engines, See Set 
Flax Steeping, . 
Forfeitures, . 

Free Passage of Fish, . 

Fry, Disturbing, Ac., . 

Gaffs 

Illegal Engiues, . 

Inland Rivers, . 

Leaders of Bag Nets, . 

Legal Engiues used Illegally, 
licences, ..." 

Do. Production of, 
lights on Banks of Rive 
limitation of Actions, 
Xysters, 

Machinery, See Mills. 

Meshes of Nets, . 

Mills. .... 

Nets 

Do. Bag, . 



SUBJECT. 
Nets, Disposal of. 

Do. Fixed, 

Do. Meshes of, . 

Do. Stake, See Fixed. 
Night, Fishing at, 

Offences, Trial of, 

Otters, 

Passage of Fish, 

Penalties, Application of. 
Do. Minimum of. 
Perch or Pike Fishing, 



g Rive: 



a, 30, S3, 41, 43, 44, 43. 



< IS, 10, 20, 21, 22, 3 



13 , 13 , 22 . 

A 7, 29. 



3, 20, 33, 41, 43, 44, 40. 
(5,7,11,13, 14,15,17,21, 
l 22, 28, 29, 30, SS, 45. 
14, 18, 19, 22. 



Pollen, 

Possession, having Fish 
Season, . 

Powers of Water Bailiff's, 

Rod and Line, See Angling.' 
Salmon, 

Season, Annual Close, 

Do. Weekly Close, 

Seiziug Fish or Engines, &c., 
Selling Fisli in Close Season, 
Several Fishery, 

Sluices, 

Spawn, 

Spawning Fish or Beds Disturbing 
Spears, . 

Spent Fish, . 

Stamp Duty, 

Storm or Stress of Weather" 
Stroke-all, . 

Summons, Service of, 

Teeming Rivers, . 

Trial of Offences, 

Trout 

Do. White, 

Unclean Fish, 

Violence, Using, . 

Warrants, 

Water Bailiffs, Duties, Powers, 

Do. Appointment of, 
Watercourses of Mills, 

Weekly Close Season, . 



IS — 22, 3 
50. 

11,51. 
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